 LIMBOM A. 
E SIT IX: 


Thatis, 
?A (annſeof Limbus Patrum, hew- 


ing by cuident places of Scripture, inuinciblerea- 
ſons,and pregnant teſtimonies of ſome ancicnt wri- 
ters, that Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to 
Hell, to deliuer the Fathers 
from thence, 


Containing alſo a briefe replic to ſo much of a Pamphlet lately 
publiſhed, intituled, An an{were to certaine obicCtions 
againſt the deſcenſion &c.as lookes that Way,and 
is perſonally direfted agamſt ſome wri- 
ters of our Charch. 


— PHILIP, 309% | 
Let vs as many as be perfe& be thus minded, and if ye be otherwiſe 
*  mindcd,Gud ſhall reueale cuenthe ſame vnto you. Be: 


Auguſtin de Trinitat.lib.1.c.3. 
$:quid erraueris, Deas tibi rexelabit, ſive per occultas inſpirationes & 
admonitiones,ſiue per manifeſta eloquia, ſine per fraternas ſermocinationes, 
Ifthou haſt any where erred, God hall reucale itvnro thee,cither by 
ſecret inſpiration and admonition,or by manifeſt Scripture, or brother- 
zy conference. Es | 
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G p, : CAP 
HONORABLE SENATE OF 

THE LORDS SPIRITVALL .-AND 
£ Temporal, Knights Burgeſles afſembled in 


the high Conrt of Parliament, grace 
wercie and peace from the 


Lord leſus. 
| mls Tght Honourable Lords 
39 EVE => 6 andyc right Worſhipfull 


4 —Sz 


Knights and Gentlemen, 

I feared atthe firſt to pre. 

ſent this ſhort treatiſe to 

your view, remembring 

what ſometime I had 

read in Hierom : Vereor ne offiium pute- 
1 am afraide leaſt in doing my dutie I bee {ur ambitio, & videamur 
thouzht 10 be ambitious,c+ while 1 pretend as rynyarad. as. 
to write, ſhould intend to ſeeke great mens re. ad Saluinam., 
fauonr : But: the Apoſtles words did more im- 

bolden mee, than the others could draw mee 

back : We cannot but ſpeakthe things, that we haue Aa&.z.uo, 
ſeent and heard : So neither couldI containe my 

ſelfe, hearing of that honourable reſolution, 

which is,in,you all to further the cauſe of the 

Church of Chriſt and true religion, but to re- 

W.t ioyce 


p SI creyyy <—_— 
_ A TO. 7 2G ABALILASS Ai. my 


Tar FEvrisrre DzDIcatonrns. 

} 38 ioyce in this common ioy, and among ot!.-r 
4 welwillers of Sion to teſtifie our inwardijoy, 
; __ andoutward thankfulnes ta God, and you all 
for the ſame. It is written, that the Iſraelites ga- 
thering themſelues together againſt the chil. 
Ho! 199. drenof iniquitic the men of Gibeah, afſembled 
u9g-2%1*  beforc the tod as one man : Sucha Chiſtian 
conſent hath well appeared in this ſacred af. 
ſcmblicto promote Gods glorie and his truth, 
Maior pars vi- The ſaying was Wontto be,T he greater part hath 
cit melvorem. puercome the better : but the contraric is now wel 
ſcene : and that rule, which Pl;nizs Cecilins was 
—_— <2, WOnt ro preſcribe vnto his ſchoole, that hee had 
Es, {a worſt ſpoken,which had the greateſt applauſe,begin- 
epplauſum: E- neth now to faile in this great Conſfiſtorie, 
'4/prejin *» where the beſt motions, we doubtnot, but ſhall 
; | hauethe greateſt applauſe. I know notwhere. 
unto better toliken this Chriſtian harmonic, 
than vnto the Seraphims, that cried one to ano- 
ther, Holy,holy, holy Lord of hos; and to that hea- 
- Ifai.6.:, nenly ſong, wherein both the vpper ranke of 
thoſe foure glorious creatures, and the nether 
Reucl.4.9.11. Order of the foure and twentie Elders conſen- 
ted to giue glorie and honour vnto God : that 
 Hieron, Paulin. T may ſay truly in his words ; That in this reve- 
-tht rent aſſemblie , wee haut apatterne of the heauenlie 

compantie. . 6 

Now we ſce performed that worthie ſayin 

Meditatin Of his excellent Maieſtie ; A godly King findeth, 
1,Chronts, as his heart wiſheth, godly eſtates concurring with 
_ him : Foras God hath enducd his princely hart 
with aliucly fecling and inward touch of true 


religion; 


, 
Y 
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Tus Errsrtn Depricaronie, 
religion z as hee ſaith, It was  fit,that hee, Neceſſe erat, vt qui poten- 
which was ſuperiour in power, ſhould not fer _w oy Py _ _ n l 
be inferionr in denotion : So your Ho- [om.4o., * i 
nours are (wee truſt) thoſe godly ſtates, which 
will be readie to concurre with his Maicſtic in 
eſtabliſhing of godly tawes. Among the reſt of 
the Parliaments in this land, one was called the £4w414-3+ 
g00d Parliament : another, the Parliament that _—_ 1388, 

wrought wonders : But wee doe all hope that /#b Richard.2, 
this honourable Scſhon ſhall rather deſerue to 
beſo called. That Parliament was of all other 
the moſt glorious, which in the beginning of 
worthic Queene Z/zzabeths raigne reftored reli- 
gion : how can this be inferiour, which endc- 
uoureth to eſtabliſh,and make better both 
Church andreligion? One faith well , 7t is one Atiudeft que- 
thing to ſeeke what thou haſt loſt, another to keepe that m—— 
thou haſt.This Church may count her ſclf more an Giere,mted 
happic in holding and encrealing that ſhe hath, 1uaquam ani> 
than when ſhee was forced to recouer that {757 i944 
which ſhe hadloft.. + 
Well may we now ſay vnto this noble com- ' - 
panie, as the Prophet toand of Sion : Gloriows prg.s7,z. 
things are ſpoken of thee,O Citie of God. We cannot 
but reioyce to heare of your Honors Chriſtian 
conſultation for the propagating of the Goſ- 
pell, in planting euery where of good paſtors, 
that the people may be brought from the dark- 
neſle of their ignorance to thelight of know-. 
ledge : that they be no longer children in wnder- 
f—_ 1.Cor.14. 20, and as babes and ſuck- 
ngs.n religion. Ambroſe T2 thus. —_— 
3 uf 
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Taz Epri8T1s Deprcarorte, 
ly alludeth vpon thele words, Woe to them that 
Ambroſ Ergo paruulos no- gjue ſucke : Let vs make haſte to weane our 


ros ablaftare properemus: 7. ; "= 
ablaftaio Iſaak epuls mag- little ones : when 1{aak was weaned, Abra 


num {acit Abraham ; par- ham made a feaſt the chit not weaned was 


_ Mt I oy che night by the drowſie mother oner- 
ns: fn. laid, Your Honorsthen do right well 
G to provide good nurſes, to weane the people 
from theirignorance,thart they be no longer 0- 
ucrlaid with drowſte and negligent paſtors : 
and that ſuch bee not excluded from nurſing, 
which haue ſtore of milke in the breaſts, and 
ſecke in peace and a good conſcience to nou- 
Tiſh the people of God. 
But becauſethe nurſe cannot giue milke that 
 15not firſt fed her ſelte; moſt prudent and chri- 
ſtian is that other care to prouide for the main- 
tenance of good paſtors : which-as wee hope 
will be by our Reuerent Fathers in their graue 
Synode deuiſed,ſo wetruſt itſhall by your Ho-,. 
nourable fauours be furthered: forthe Apoſtle 
ſaith,7T he month of the oxe is not to be muſled, And. 
Origene well agreethz Nift dederit oleum populus 
extinguetur lucerna in templo: If the people miniſter 
not oyle,the lampe goeth out inthe temple. Now a- 
mong other graue matters of deliberation, if 1t 
were nottoo great boldnes, giue meleauel] be- 
ſeech you to interpoſe my petition : Saint Paul 
x.Cor.6.4, faith in a caſe not much vnlike : Ser vp them 
| which are leaſt eſt:emed in the Church : and I truſt 
you will not deſpiſe my .ſ1mple motion, cuen 
the leaſt of the ſeruants of Chriſt, Yaſerinsfaith 
well to this point : Ve know the noiſe of geeſe 35 
| contemned, 


Tax Eprsrtn Drprearongn; 
contemned, according to the ſaying, 4 gooſe Teprobata eft fatui vox an- 
among Swannes 3 yet by the chattring of ſeris tanquam anſer inter o- 


| 5 av , .” loves, eatamen ducuit ſena- 
geeſe the citie of Rome was ſaued from buy - FR 65 ES. 


umn. May it therefore pleaſe you tO cendio. Valtr,ad Ruffin. 
hearea fooleſpeak vnto wife men: That where- 

as men haue of late daies taken ynto themſclues : 
_ libertic,in Sermons, LeCtures,writings.to 


bi 


— I 


et abroach ſtrange& vncouth doctrines, exor- 
bitant from the current doctrine among Prote- 
ſtants, it might pleaſe this honourable Courr, 
that one vniformitie of docrine may be taught 
and held; and ſeeing there are many vnſound 
doctrines, which, becauſe they arc omitted, are 
not oppoſite to the articles of religion eſtabliſh- 
ed,that cither it might ſeem pleaſing to his Ma- 
teſti and you, to haue thoſe articles augmen- 
red,explaned and enlarged,orcls,that it be law- 
full tor none to defend or maintaine thoſe do- 
arin I <N the profeſſors of the Goſpell in 
Eneland conſent with other reformed Chur- 
ches,and diſſent from that of Rewe, and which 
are both by our dgmeſticall,and forren writers 
among the Prodihts, maintained againſt the 
common aduerſarie. And further, that concer- 
ningal ſuch points,no inuectiues be vied of one 
againſt another in preaching or writing : that,as 
the Apoſtle ſaith, we proceed al by one rule,that we Philip. 3.16. 
may minde one thing : And r_ bee Vera Arps « 
zrue friendſhip and concord indeede (as he |; oi, gc vo 
well ſaith) which not worldly / rofit. or bg- rum.non ſubdlo a adulatio, 
dily preſence , or cunnine flatterie, but the , - 5m pea hon TE 
feare of God, and the loue of the Scriptures hoy — 
Ol 
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Taz Eriertn Dupicaronin, 
doth knit together. Pardon my boldneſſe Ho-. 
norable Patrons, who out of the ſtmplicitieof 
my dcfire tothe peace of the Church;haue pre- 
ſumed thus to moue. I know you can conſider, 

Athlete ſ%s® that champions many tumes are ſtronger than their 
p | —nan—3 abettcrs, and the weaker doth ſtirre him vp to fight 
& tamen mo- that is ftronger ; as Hierom well ſaith, I am buta 
net dedi997, © 'eake man, that haue moued this, God ſhall 


prgnet ille 
4%: fortior et, make your Honours (trong to pertorme 


_—_ Like 'this and more for the good of his 
- Church,and glory of his name; 
to whom bce praiſe 
jor CuCr. 
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THE PREFACE TO 


THE TREATISE 
FOLLOWING. 


PM, He ſpeciall places are alledged by 
[RX Bcllarmine 70 prove the Leen 
@) e of Chriſt into hell, where he ima- 
IIS! £/reth the ſoules of the godly to 
BAD Sn hane been before his commine : 
i ——— 7H | for this is his poſition ; Thatthe 
ſoules ye C hriſts death were not Animas ante (þriif mortens 


in heauen,but in hell vnder the earth, Ve rp 6 
3 


and therefore Chriſt, which deſcen- marum deſcendit , in infer- 
dedtothe place of ſoules,wentdown n ſubterraneum Pape 
to hell vnder the carth, "Theſe places cp.g. -4 
are; the firſt, A&t.2.27. Thou wilt not leaue my 

ſoule in hell; the ſecond, 1.Pet.z. 19. 20, In the 

which ſpirit heewent and preached to the ſpi- 

rits in priſon, the third, Epheſ.4.9.He that aſcen- 

ded,is hee that Seſcended Gt into the lower 

parts ofthe earth. T heſe places by Bellarmine fir## 

wvrged to prooue the locall deſcent of Chriſts ſoule into 

hell,to deliner and ſet at libertie the Patriarks, haue 

been ſeconded of late in a certaine Pamphlet much of 

that areument : In the which though the author doe 

pretend onely to reuine the "a_ of Chriſts Fon 


cent 


2 ThcPrefaceto the Treatiſe following. 
deſcent into hell, which is the prinate opinion of ſome 
learned men of our Church, yet in diners places of the 
booke he rabbeth pon Limbus Patrum : as may be 
enident to the reader in theſe three: firſt, þ42.9.5 Pe- 

- cter mentioneth forrowes which were looſed at 


The autho Grogan = Ta | : 

bs Anwoc Chriſts reſurretion, which conld not bein the 
x = JOS (* KM. : - , 

dJ.cevtes 1999 ſornfcher, where his bodice lay dead and ſence- 
{4 JEW» | 


off: 2 Here hee denieth that theſe ſorrowes , which 
Chriſt looſed,are to be referred to the death of his bo- 
de: but pag.12. he direttly by his aeath underſtan- 
aeth hell. Hence it followeth, that if Chriſt looſed the 
ſorrowes of hell (and 1 thinke hee is not ſo abſurd to 
thinke, that he looſed them for himſelfe, who was ne- 
ucr in the ſorrowes of hell after his death) then it will 
follow that he looſed ther for others, and for whom 
els, but for them which were there detained? T he ſe 
condplace is,pag.36,where he ſtrineth mizhtily, that | 
the place in $.,Peter muſt not bee read, the ſpirits | 
which arein priſon,but which were : whereupon 
it followeth, that they were in hell, but are nor, to 
whom Chriſt preached or els he ſtrineth about 
words : his opinion then ſeemeth to bethis, that ſome 
ſoules were in hell at Chriſt's comming thither which 
now are nt. The third place,which Tnote,ts pag.52, 
where he hath theſe words : In that Chriſt perſo- 
nally deſcended into hell,it doth more amplifie 
and ſet foorth his goodnes toward mankinde, 
than his only comming downe into the world: 
for,/o much as the morevileand loathſome the 
dungcon is, the greater is the loue of that 
Prince, who to enfranchifeand ſet at libertic his 
captiuesthere enthralled, diſdaineth not to- env | 
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ThePrefacetothe Treatiſe followi mW 4 
 terinto it in his owne perſon, Now, who els can 
bee imagined to bee ſet at libertie in hell, but the Fa- 
thers in Limbo Patrum? For ont of the nethermoſs ©? 
hell of the damned,of each ſide it is confeſſed none can 
be atlinered. = 
Perceining then,how cunzingly the Anſwerer doth 
ſecke to winde in an old Popiſh error, ſetting his face 
one way, and going another : and as Hierom ſaith 
out of Plautus, To hold a ſtone in one hand,and 7utaPlartie 
reach bread with the other: 7 1honght good 10 vn- _ a 4 _ 
caſe this making Mummer, and 10 pull off his Vi- ,1.,jerue, 
Fard : not preindicing hereby by this ſpeedie replie, pauon off ere 
the more mature and deliberate anſwere of thoſe lear- ” yaa Las 
ned men that are by him taxed. ſ | 
But before I enter into any particalar aefence,ſoure 
things I would premeniſh this ſecret Centor of: firſt, 
that if he be a profeſſor of the Goſpell of Chriſt, what 
came in his minde to ioyne with the common aduer- 
ſarie, in aiſexacing the defence of the Goſpel by one 
undertaken in his Synopſis : may 1 #ot ſay wnto 
him with the Prophet, WV ouldeſt thou helpe the 4.Chron, 9.x 
wicked, and loue them that hate the Lorder 
may very fitly applie again(t him that ſaying of Hic- 
rom ; You that proteſie your ſelte a 94; chrifiianm te dicis, 
[ Proteffantlay aſide the weapons of Geniilium arimia depone, aut 


+ tut a H1:71e1 200641 
[ Papiits] or vncaſc your ſelte,that we ſi tu de numero hoſtium es, 


*> oftendetelibert aduerſarium, 
may know youro bee an adurrſaric. vt Ellnicorum ſuſcipias vile 
that you may recciue the wounds of 7**: 

the Pariits)], | 

Secondly, it had bin much more commenaable, if 
the Anſwerer had bent his force againſt the common 
aduerſarie.T here are lately diners Popiſh bookes come 
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$. The Prefaceto the Treatiſe following. 
over, which might haue ſet him on work : what profit 
can it bee to him, the field being pitched againſt the 
Papiſts,to pick quarrels with his fellow ſouldiers? He 
might hane thought of Abrahams reaſon, Let there 
beno ſtrife betweene theeand mee,for wee are 


| brethren. But this is 10 ſtraunge thine, for a man. 
een ameng)his brethren ex companions often to find 


4 aduerſarie : as Origen well noteth wpon theſe 


words of our Saniour, Mat.26.23, He that dippeth | 


his hand with me 1n the diſh ſhall betray mee : 
_—— ————— This is the vie of many, that they lie 
wiliorum, vi poſt ſalem & ;; - - 
WT ior Yoin;. 15 Waite tor thoſe, with whom they 
bus : eliam cum quibus ad Naue Caten bread and falt; yea with 
ex14ern meſam corporis Cri gh om they haue bin together at the 


f;, e> ad eundem potum [an- 8 
- Cans Fmt ſrermpeTraf.25 Fame table of the bodicand blood of 


in Matti. Chrift. 


T hirdly,it is againſt the rule of charitie, to bring 


ens private acts tuto publike view, and to proclame 
openly what is written ſecretly. Our bleſſed Sanjonrs 
rule s, If thy brother treſpaſle againſt thee, goc 
_ andrell him his fault betweene thee and him a- 
lone, Matth.18.15. 11 my iudgement then the Re- 
plier had [mall cauſe ro confute in print, aprinate let- 
ter written to a Gentleman: It had bin a better courſe 
prinataly to hane conferred with him, than publikely 


thre; 14,91 19 10 haute cenſured him. Eccleſtaſticus ſaith ;1t thou 


rr:521/9 7:1, haſt hearda word let it die with thee; for it will 
6U 1 [44 TE [ir 


”* not burſt thee. Hieroms counſel here had bin 200d; 


Ouede cetero velis, preſers Other matters which you delire to' 


—— ag tran © know, let vs conferre of together in 
ſme indice, in fdaazremo- preſence, that if we be ignorant of a- 
riatur, De veſt.Sacerd, ny thing, where is neither witneſle, 
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The Preface to the Treatiſe following. 5 
nor iudge, it may die ina faithfull care. 
Fourthly, Chriſtian policie would hawe required, 

that ſeeing we all hold the foundation, The article of 
Chriſts deſcenſ10u,we ſhould not raiſe any contention, 

or mooue queſtions about the manner, nor breake the 
peace of the Church, ſeeing there are moſt renerend 
learned men of both opinions. But the Apoſtles reſo- 
lution ſhould ſtay vs : Let vs as many as be per- 

fe be thus minded, and if yee be otherwiſe 
minded, God ſhall reucale itvnto you, Philip. 
2.15.T hey which hold not the locall deſcent of Chriſts 
ſoule to hell, ſhould not condemne the other as Popiſh 

or ſuperſlitions men, that are ſo perſwaded : They 
which affirme it,oueht not account them as enemies 

or aduerſaries of the truth that diſſent from them 
therein ; they both holding the formdation. What in- 
temperate dealing then i this, for the Anſwerer in 

his Preface ſo uncharitablie to charge hu brethren; 
irreligioufly and vnchriſtianly to call the maine Preface tothe 
grounds and principles of our faith into que- Fhritian rea- 
ſtion * ſaying further,to plant by writing,or wa- 
ter by ſpeaking,the curſcd roots therof to pre- 
pare a way to heatheniſh Paganiſme, termine 
them further,prophane Anaxagoriſts, Maſters of 
error, aducrſaries of the truth? 7 41s is an hard 
courſe thus to cenſure men of the ſame profeſcon, be- 
cauſe they concurre not with him mn the interpreta- 

tion of ſome places of Scripture. With how much orea- 

ter moderation did the Reverend Fathers of this 
Church,ſet down this article of Chriſts deſcenſion,in 
their Synoae held anno 1562. that whereas the ar- 

ticle was thus framed before,in the Synode held an- 
B 3 NO 1552 


WY COGnm—_——_— 7 rms ro — — —— 


If | 6 ThePrefacetothe Treatiſe following. 

| no 1552 in King Edwards raigne:-A\s Chriſt died 
| for vs and was buried, {oitisto be beleeucd that 

Fi he deſcended into hell : for hisbodie lay inthe 

| eraue votill the RefurreRion : his ſpirit being 
| 


| | {ent forth from him, was with the ſpirits which 
J were detainedin prifon,orin hell,and preached 
vnto them,as teſtiherh chat place of Peter, The 
Renerend Fathers quaiified it thus: As Chriſt died 
'F : for vs and was buried,ſo allo it is to be beleeued 
Wi. that he wer down to hel.7 hinking it ſufficiet that 
1 we agreed in the ſubſtance of the arti cle of Chriſls 
deſcenſion,though all conſented not in the marner, 
And 7 could wiſh that wee might there ho! ws, and 
that men content themſelues with their prinate opi- 
nions, and ſeeke not one 10 oriene another with their 
mwntial inuetizes either in ſpeaking or writing, Au- 
| Nos tom Rules ſum vt di. gultine ſaith well to Hierome : I am 
4; mal ate ptr _ _— not ſo vawile to think my ſclfe hurt 
| Uo Ieveris, 6 contraria os BY Your explanations, becauſe nci- 
i ſenſeriums. therare you preiudiced if wee hold 
| Hs * orexpound otherwiſe. 
1 As for my part 1 will not deale of purpoſe with this 
queſtion, as it is contron:rſed among. our ſelues, nor 
renineany domeſticall ſtrife, but one ly inflifie theſe 
pl res which are vrged by ſome of our writers againſt 
the Popiſh opinton of Chriſts deſcending to Limbus 
Patram, and are now by the Ay ſwerer ether by 
Weave, Gr by way of conſequence exce; ted <> IVet- 
ther will 7 take pon mee to defend others ,whom hee 
perſonal i toncheth , they are ſufficient to ſpeake for - 
themſelues : And 1 wiſh that from henceforth theſe 
home-bred quarrels may ceaſe 3 and that one bond of 
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The Treatiſe, 7 
faith,jn the dinerſitie of ſome prinate opinions, may 
containe and keepe vs in peace - that ſame, vnum 
dei lintheum, quod vidir Petrus, quatuor E- 
uangelijs aligatum: That ſheet of faith, which 
Peter ſaw, tied with the foure Goſpels in the 
cornets : as Origen applieth it, Hom.2.in Genel; 

Nyw I come to the particular examination of the 
places. , 


CHRIST DESCENDED NOT 
in ſoule to Hell to deliuer the foules 
of the Patriarkes. 


The firſt place examined, Act. 2. 27. Tho wilt not 
* » leane my ſoule in Hell nor ſuffer thy balie one to ſee 
corruption, 


The obie(tions anſwered. 


VIrſt, where as our anſ{were is, that the 
o W word (v2) nepheſh, which the Septua- 
9 p24 gint tranſlate 46, here ſ1gnifieth not 
the ſoulc, bur rather the lite, which is an effect of the 
_ ſoule: and the other word xv heel, tranilated by the Synapſ-p.1050. 
5 ae oint ,betokencth in this place the graue ra- 
Wer than hell: ficlt Bear ſaith, that theſe words pro-'nellarm cats, 
-ptrly do not fignitte any thing bur the foule, and hell : 196.4+ . 
and further it is added by the Anſwerer ; that the words &; 
- of voly writ are alwaies to be taken and vnderſtood accor- 
 Aigeg to their natine and proper ſignification, but only whe 
there followeth ſome manifeſt abſurditie.AvS.p.6. 
_ Arſe Firit, theſe words, as they.doe properly fome- 
times ſignifie the ſole and he/!, ſo allo properly they 
doe betoken the life,and the grave. Firlblagphr# is lo 
taken for the-life; Gene(.37. 22, _ 
"iy - ife, . 
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\_$ Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to Hell 
. «+ life, ſhed not bloud : the word is napheſh, which the Sep- 
Proipſacarne FUagint tranſlate 39%; Bellarmine ſaith it ignifieth here 
proprieaccipi- the fleſh : and yer alittle before, not well remembring 
wr.Bellartbid, himfelte, hee findeth great fault with Beza for tranſla- 
ting of it, cadazer, a dead bodie. Againe, Exod. 22.23, 
[f death followe, hee ſhall oine ſoule for ſoxle, that is, lite 
for life : where the ſame words both in the Hebrue 
and Greeke are vſed in their proper ſenſe, and muſt 
needes fignihe life, But the Anſwerer here doth eaſe 
vs of further labour, and ingenuouſly confeſleth, that 
the ſfoule is taken for life in divers places of the 
Plalmes,becauſlc it is the ſpring of life,pag.7. 

| Solikewiſe the other word (ſpeol) is ſometime pro- 
a, naw perlytaken forthe graue : as Gen.37.35. 1 Will deſcend 
monruing to my ſorne into the graue or bell. Bellarmine 
ſaith, the graue cannot be here ynderſtood : and yet 
Bellarm.l;b.g, (MEI owne marginall note ſaith, it doth not here f1g- 
cap.to,  *nihe the place of puniſhment.And hee might haue 
Annot.margi- compared another place : Gen. 4.2.38. Te ſhall bring my 
nal.in Gen.z7. gray head \vith ſorroVv to the graue(or hell) : and 2.King. 
$5 2.6. Let not his hoare head go dows to the graue (or hell) 
tn peace, Ithinke the gray haires lie with the bodie in 
the graue,they goe not to hell. The Anſwerer foreſce- 
ing this, confeſſeth that the word is here to be tranſla- 
ted graue, and not hell; and in another place Pſal.6, 
4,5-Pag-10. Then it appeareth, by his owne confeſ- 
[10n, that the word properly doth figuitie the graue. 
And indcede, ifwee conſider the roote from whence 
N=» to coucr S201 is deriuedgwhich Ggnifieth to craue or defire,this 
ordelire, Word will more properly agree to the graue than to 
nell : for that is more crauing and vnſatiable, becauſe 
more goe fo the graue, both good and bad, than to 
hell, the place appointed for the wicked onely : and 
thetefore the Wiſe man nameth ſeol, the graue,as A- 
r14s and Tremellizz well tranſlate, to bee one of thoſe 

_ foure things that cannot be ſatisfied.Prou.30.16: 


2. Butifit were admitted,that theſe words proper- 
ly. 


— AS 


fodeliner the ſoules of the Patriarks. 9: 
ly could not be fo taken here forthe life and the graue, 
as yet is prooued before, and contefled by the Anſyye- 
rer: yet in regard of the manifold inconucnicnces, 
that yould-enſue ypon.the other ſenſe, a figuratiue £ 
ſpeech ſhould be admitted. Firſt, one inconuenience The inconue« 
is the contradition of Scripture ; becauſe elſewhcre Piences which 
Chriſt ſaith, This day ſhalt thou be \vith me in paradiſe, —o_ _ 

Luk. 23.43.which muſt be vnderſtood of Chriſts ſoule, es Wb 
as ſhall be ſhewed afterward. Secondly,ſceing Chriſt ſpeake of hell, 
commended his ſoule into rhe hands of his Euher, it AG.2,27, 
would follow, that deſccnding into hell, and to be a- 
mong the infernall and damaed ſpirits, ſhould bee a 
commending of the ſpirit to God. Thirdly, this hell 
that Chriſt went to, hee looſed the ſorroves of ACt.2.24, 
which had ſeaſed ypon him, but could not hold and 
detaine him ; but hell ſforrowes hee neuer felx in that 
place of torment. Vpon theſe and other inconuenient 
and abſurd conſequents, we ſhould beforced to finde- 
our a figure in the yſe of theſe words, if their prope 
hgnification did not beare that ſenſe. 
3. The inconuemence that he findeth our, that ta- 
King Chriſts ſoule here for his whole perſon, it would 
follow that his bodie and ſoule ſhould be in hell to- 
gether, pag.6, they Meds not to fcare that take the 
{oule for the whole perſon ; for the one part onely, 
namely the bodie is meant; that liech in the graue, 
though the whole be named:as our Sauiour faith, O»r 
friend Lazarus fleepeth, Toh.11.11, and yet his bodie 
onely was afleepe. But whereas I rather rake the other 
ſenſe, that the ſoule here {ignifies fe ; this ablurditic 
is further off then before : for this phraſe is vſuall with 
the Prophet, to take his ſoule for the life z as Plal.7.2. 
Leſt he dewonremy ſoule like a lien, Verl.s. Let the ene-- 
mie perſecute my ſoule and take it, let him tread my life 
downe vpon the earth, and lay mine honour in the duſt. 
Likewiſe Pſal.88.3.C4v» ſonle ts filled with enils, and my 
life dra\verh neere tothe grave. — _ 


C | Obie(t.2. 
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ſoule to Hell 

Obiett.2. Firſt,the ſonle ioyned With the bodie may be 
taken owndixir, for the Wholednan lining, but being ſe- 
parate from the boate, as in this placeit is,tt cawnot r1ght- 
ly be ſo taken. Secondly, Danuid in other places Peakerh 
per ſorally of himſelf here he ſingeth prophetically of Chriſt 
oxely. Thirdly there of bimſelfe lining here of Chrift dead 
and buried ; there of his owne ſoule ionned \vith the bodte, 
here of the ſoule of Chriſt ſeparated from the bodie. An. 

ag.7. 

E AA 1. We rather affirme that the ſoule is taken 
here pemmmzcc for the life,the cauſe for the effeR, than 
by a Synecdoche the part for the whole. And that the 
ſoulc is taken forthe life ſeparated from the bodic, is 
euident by theſe places before alledged : Exo0d.2 1.23. 
He ſhall gine ſoule for ſoule, that is, lite for life : his life 
ſhall be taken from him. So Numb.23.10.Ler my ſole 
die the death of the righteous, Here the ſoule ſeparated 
from the body is taken for the life :'for the ſoule dieth 
not,nor yet the life ceaſeth not, as long as the ſoule is 
in the bodie. | 

2. Though Daxid doth prophefie of Chriſt, yetſo, 
as he ſpeaketh in his owne perſon,as a type of Chriſt : 
ſo, that which hiſtorically was to bee performed in 
Chriſt, was typically true of Danrd, as ſhall be euen 
now ſhewed more at large. | 

3. Daxid in this place, though ſpecially prophecy- 
ing of the death and reſurre&tion of Chriſt, yet alſo 
{heweth his owne hope that hee had, when his fleſh 
ſhould reſtin the graue,which he groundeth vpon the 
power and vertue of Chrifts reſurreQion:neither doth 
Daxid,where he vſcth this phraſe, ſpeake onely of the 
foule joyned with rhe bodie, but ſeparated alſo from 
it: as Pſal.89.48.1/hat man lineth and ſhal not ſee death; 
ſhall he delner his ſoule from the hand of the graue ? Here 
this word nepheſh, W, ſoule, eucn ſeparated from the 
bodielying in the graue,is taken forthe life thereof. 

Obiett.z. Firſt,the word ſheol,is ordinarily'taken = 
|  . - 
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hy te deliner the ſeales of the Patriarks. I 
e infernall place of ſoules; for the graue ſeldome or 
neuer : Bellarm.lib.4.de anim.Chriſ?.c.10. Secondly,to 


the ſame purpoſethe Anſwerer alledgeth two places: Pro /: 
Pſal.9.17.and Pſal.31.17. where ſheol 1s taken for hell. a 


Thirdly ,hetelleth vs further, howſocuer ſome curious quam, 


Linguiſts may wrangle with che word eol in the Old 
Teftament, yer moſt certaine it ts, that the Greeks Word 
«9, by the which S.Lnke the Eunangeliſt expreſſeth it, can 
not in the New Teitament properly and truly be otherwiſe | 
taken,than for the place of the danoned.pag.12. 

eAnſ. 1, Bellarmine in ſaying, that ſreol is ſeldome 
or neuer taken for the graue, doth not ſhew himſelfe 
anſwerable to the.opinion he would haue conceiued 
of his great learning : for beſide theſe places already 
cited; Genel.37.35. Geneſ.42.38. 2.King.2.6. Pral.6. 
4,5. Prou.30.16. Pſal.89.48, where ſeo! cannot be 0- 
therwiſe taken than for the graue : whoſocuer liſt to 
make ſearch, ſhall finde this word in the Old Teſta- 
ment oftner taken for the graue,than for hell. 

2. The Anſwerer hath made but bad choiſe of his 
two places : in both which the-belt Interpreters fim- 
ply of this age, Pagnin, and Arias Montanus,and Tre- 


mellins doe tranſlate ſeo! for the graue : for thus they + c 
reade; Pſalm. g. 17. The wicked ſhall be turned into the acceptions of 
graue: Pſal.31.17. Let the wicked be put to ſilence in the ſheo! m the 
grae : for in hell, where there is weeping and gnaſh-. vcriptures, 


ing of tecth,there is no great filence.But to yeeld him 
theſe places : what hath hee gained? hee fighteth but 
with his owne ſhadow : none that I know denieth, but 
that ſeolis ſometime taken for hell. Or if hee will bee 
thought to ſay ſomewhat ; what kind of reaſoning is 
this, ſheol in two or three places is taken for hell, Ergo 
in all other places it is ſo taken? 

3- And are they wranglers, that finde ſheo/taken in 
the Old Teftament for the graue?See what a preſump- 
tuous cenſure hee giueth of all the learned Interpre- 
ters both old and new-: and hee maketh himſelfe a 

"capt 8 wrangler 
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12 Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to Hell 
wrangler alſo, who findeth fault with his Antagoniſt 
for reading hell, and not the graze, in theſe two places 
Geneſ.37.35, and P{al.6.5, But Hades #& not taken in 
the new, as Sheol in the old Teſtament. This word £9, in 
this text, being cited out of the old Teftament, muſt 
be vnderſtood according to the phraſe of the old Te- 
ftament : otherwiſe who knoweth not, butthat ſome 
words borrowed out of the old Teſtament, are in the 
new vicd in another ſcnſe,than inthe old? as the word 
ogeheana 1s taken in the new to f1gnifie hell, Mat. 5.22. 
which in the old is called the valley of the ſonne of 
Hinnon.lere.7.31.where they tormented their ſonnes, 
when they offered them yp inſacrifice to their Idols : 
whence they applied the name to fignifie the place of 
torment for the wicked. 

And whereas ke would prooue, that? here figni- 

* ficth hel, becauſethe Apoſile callethit death, At.2.24, 
he hath made a good argument againſt himſelfe : for 
ifhee make death and hell all one, then hee will faſten 
vpon Chriſt the death of: hell , which is the ſecond 
death. Neither will it helpe hum, that the Syrian tran= 
{lator retaincth the ſame Hebrue word ſheol : for wee 
muſt follow the authentike originall , which is the 
Greeke : and yet the Syrian Interpreter readeth in the 

Freme!l, > Tu- ſame place, ſepulchram,which I thinke vesderſtood the 
#4, 40,2.24. Syrian tongue ſomewhat better than this our new 
Rabbin. 

Is not this alſo a proper argument, S.Luke in ano- 
ther place, Luk.8.31, taketh the word abyſſ#s for hell, 
Ergo, 4% in this place Ggnifieth hell? He that findeth 
ſuch fault with the private writer for looſe conclu- 
{10ns,ſhould have remembred himſelfe to haue made 
bertcr arguments. 

Ovrett.q. In this place, the ſoule is oppoſed to the 
fleſh, therefore rwo diſtinct parts muſt be vnderſtood: 
Bellarms. ibid. To the ſame purpoſe the anſwerer, Whers 


the Seriptare dinideth the kinds, as the-ſorle and the body, 
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to deliner the ſoules of the Patriarks, 13 
it alwaies notifieth vnto vs two diftinit things. But here, 
by the holie one, the fleſh of Chriſt is vnderſtood, as 
S. Peter expoundeth Act.2.3 x.and the Syrian doth ex- 
preſly call it 4 | 

Anſ. 1. Here wee haue another ſchollerlike argu- 
ment : he would prooue idem per idern, the ſame thin g 
by it ſelfe.: the Scripture here diuideth the kindes of | 
ſoule and bodie : Ergo, it ſpeaketh of two diſtinct 
things of the ſoule and the bodie. | | 

2. Indeedeas you tranſlate, the ſole and the fleſh 
mult needes fignific the ſoule and the fleſh: but the 
word nepheſh doth not alwaics fignifie the ſoule but 
the life, when it is named with the fleſh: as Geneſ.g.5. 
the fle with the nepheſh,the life thereof, ſhall ye not eate : 

Leuit.17.14. the nepheſh, the life of the fleſh,ts the hlowd : 
and ſo is ſoule to be taken in this place for the life. 

3. The Syrian tranſlator readeth thus : yer{.31. hee * 
ſaw before and ſpake of the reſurreQion of Chriſt, 
that he \vas not left in the graue,nor his bodie ſaw corrup- 
t10n. It ye will ftand to your owne text, you are gone : 
for here no mention is made neither of his ſoule, nor 
of hel. The Latin text alſo readeth,for hzs ſorle,he, was 
not left in graue: wherefore theſe Interpreters by ſole 
yadcrſtand himſelte,his perſon. 

4- As the holy one, being the whole conſiſting of 
bodie and ſoule,is yet taken for a part,that is the fleſh; 
ſo by the ſame figure, why may not the ſoule being 
but a part, be taken far his whole perſon? - 

Obreft.5. Now that they are two diffi ſeuerall 
clauſes, is prooued by the two negatniie- diſiunctiue 
particles, or and neither carefully retained; as may x5, x 
appeare Pſal.16.5.and 44-19.8&c. Anl.p.1 3: 

eAvſ. x. His argument is weake, theſe words net 
and zeither, in ſome places doe fignifie two diftinct 
things, therefore in all. In the 89.Pfalme yer{.22. the 
Propher ſaith, the enemie ſhall not oppreſſe him, nor the 
wicked burt him; herc thee two negatiues, /o, lo, are 
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7 Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to Hell 
ed, and yet there is no great difference in theſe two 
clauſes. So likewiſe Pſal.31.1. Mine beart 15 not exal- 
ted, nor mine eyes lifted vp. Theſe negatiues iterated, 
ſhew no great diuerfitic of matter. 
2. But be it admitted that theſe particles doe inferre 
a diſtinction in the ſentences, doth it follow, Theſe are 
two diuers clauſes, Ergo, one muſt be referred to the 
{oule,the other to the bodie ? 
3. Neither doe wee ſay, that theſe words containe 
a {uperfluous repetition of the ſame thing : ſor the 
latter ſentence expoundeth the former : that although 
the life of Chriſt ſeemed to be raked vp in the graue, 
yet his life ſhould not ſo leaue him, but that his bodie 
being preſerued from corruption, ſhould preſently be 
raiſed vp againc: the ſecond clauſe therefore ſheweth, 


 howand in what manner,Chriſts life and perſon was - 


not forſaken, in that his bodie by the power of God 
was defended from corruption. And ſuch are the ob- 
ictions, as wee haue heard, againſt the expoſition of 
the firſt place : our arguments follow for the confir- 


mation thereof. 


REASONS APPROVING THE FOR- 


mer expoſition : that this place ſcrueth not 
co proue the deſcenſiomot Chriſt in 
ſoule to Limbuas Patrum. 


'GENERALL REASONS CONCER- 
ning the queſtion it ſelfe. 


\ Rgwm.1. FirſtI vrge that ſaying of Auguitine: In 
Lib.3. de do- * 


4s que aperte in ſcripturis poſita ſunt, ingeniuntur 


frin.Chriſlian. ea omnia,que continent fidem,moreſq, vizends : All thoſe 


64p 9. 


things which containe faith and good manners, are found 
en thoſe places which are plainly ſet foorth in Scripture. 
But this article, that Chriſt deſcended in ſoule to deli- 
uer the Patriarks,is not found ſet foorthin any ma 
an 
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to deliner _—_ of the Patriarks. I5 
and euident place of {cripture,but ſuch as are obſcure, 
and doubtfully expounded, both of Proteſtants and 
Papiſts : Ergo,it is no article of faith ſo to belecue. 

Argum.z. S.Lnke, and fo likewiſe the other Euan- 
geliſts,did write of all things that Chritt both did and 
taught till his aſcenſion, Act.1.1: But they write no- 
thing of Chriſts deſcenſion in ſouleto hell, to ſer ar li- 
bertie the ſoules of the godly : Ergo, it may be doub- 
ted whether it were any of Chriſts works. And there- 
fore as Maſter Bez4 well noterh : / ſay that nj jritur nigquam preter- 
the Enangelists wonld not haue paſſed oner miſſuros fuiſſe Euangeliftas 
this hiftorie of the deſcent of Chriits ſoule i/11uſmod! hiltoriam deſccaſis 
into bel.Then as Auguſtine {aith in another pee (ws -—w3 10 feros. Ber, 
matter : { haxe told you , that wee hawe not RI EDI lt TW 
read it in the Gospell,but let ws ſeche it there, non legimus, ibi tamen ques 
for if we finde it not there,where ſhall we finde ramus : nam ſi ibi non inne- 
it? [may imagine vnto you, but then I ſhall waar as DL IAENIEMIAS : oo 
wot be 4 ſure diſpenſer, but a fooliſh fabler, In Sugere gotere, © ſorts 


cro 4031 certns difpenſator.ſed 


like ſort, whence ſhould we receiue an hi- jyeptys ſabulator, Augutt.in * 


ſtore of any of Chriſts acts, but from the P/al gz. 
Euangcliſts , that writ the ſtorie of Chriſts life and 
death ? ; 

Argum.z. The rule of faith out of the word of God 
is certaine : Prou. 20.6, Put nothing to his words, leaſt 
hee reprooue thee, and thou be found a liar. Thus was it 
concluded by the Fathers in the Councell of Ferraria, 
ſeſſ-10. It is enident that it is not lawfullby pat neutiquam licuiſſe ab 
any meanes to depart a tot from the ſymbole ApoSielorun ſymbelo quic- 
of the « Apoitles, Bur this article of Chrifts 4947 41moncre, 
deſcention was not of ancient time in the Apoſtles 
Creede. Bellarmine himfelfe confeſſeth, that neither 
Irene, nor Origen, or Tertwllian,in the expoſition of 7701116 1.0.2, 
the Creede, make mention of Chriſts deſccnfion, bur _—_ ÞGe 

; | , 7 ; mIncip. 

onely of his ſepulture. Ruffin ſaith, that neither in the 5,1, 4. 
Romane ſymbole,zor in the Eaſt Churches it is not added, Prax. | 
He deſcended into hell. The Nicen Creed hath it not,nor Bellar, de Cri» 


the Conſtantinopolitane,the Sirmian, nor that of Car- ſti. anim.lib.. 
thage, 4.Cap.6. 


_— > ————_ - _—_ 


Diximus,quod in Euangelio 
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16 Chriſt deſcended not in foule to Hell 

$yn0pſp.1034 thage, as elſewhere is {hewed, that it is omitted in 

| tenne ſeuerall ancient Creedes. Therefore although 

The deſcent we doe with reuerence receiue and acknowledge this 

ro Limbusno article of Chriſts deſcenſion, being expounded accor- 

ancier article ding to the Scriptures and analogie of faith : yet it is 

-——_— euident that the ancient Church did not hold any ſuch 

deſcenfion of Chriſts ſoule to Limbus Patram,as an ar- 

ticle of the faith. And therefore concerning this mat- 

Duomogo m0uk HHAUCUTTUY, rer WC may lay with Leo . What reaſon haue 

lie NUAQUAN noſtri ſenfere they 0 bring in new things , that our elders 
maiores, Leo epiſt.97.C-3: meuer kne\v ? 

. Argam.4. That which Chriſt performed vpon the 
crolſe, he needed not afterward to goe downe to hell 
to performe ; but hee triumphed ouer-death hell and 
the diuell ypon the crofſe,and there wrought our deli- 
ucrance : Ergo,he needed not forthele cauſes deſcend 
to hell. The aſlumption, or ſecond part is prooued by 
the Scripture : ColoſI.2.14.15. Hee hath blotted out the 


hand-\vritiag of ordinances,which was againſt vs, and fa- 
ſtened them to the croſſe, ec. and hauing ſpoiled principa= 
lities andpoWers, hath made a ſhew of them openly, trium- 
phing ouer them in the ſame.So readeth and expoundeth 
Origez this place, of Chriſts triumph vpon the croſle : 
vpon theſe words, Numb.24.9. He couched as a yoring 
Requiew:t of (eo, cum 12 C- Ting : Fle Lay downe like a lion, when hanging 
- Ce pofaties, PYIRCIparns Or po- pon the croſſe he put downe principalities and 
teſtates exuit,&- tritmphauit ; | 
eas cum ligne crucis. Hom 17, PITCTT» and triumphed ower them in the tree 
i N Aer. of his croſſe. «Auguitime allo ſheweth, that 
our deliuerance was fully wrought vpon the croſle, 
and the diucll vanquiſhed : ſerr2.174. Tropheo ſno dia- 
bolus vitly eſt; ſeducendo primum hominem occidit ,occi- 
 dendo nouiſſinmum privium de laquers perdidit : exultauit 
arab olns,quando mortuns eſt Chriſtus,ct ipſe morte Chri- 
ſti vittus eft : tanquam in muſcipula eſcam accepit; muſ- 
cipula diabolt crux Domini;eſca qua ceperetur mors Do- 
mini: The diuell \vas onercome by his owne denice: he b 
ſeducing ſlew the furſÞ Adam ; by ſlaying the laſt Adam 
| ve 
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to deliner the ſoules of the Patriarks. 17 
the firſt eſcaped ont of the ſnare : the dinell reioyced when 
Chriſt was dead,bat by his death he was onercome : he took 
his baite as in a trap : the croſſe Was the trap, the bait that 
caught the diuell was our Lords death, Duranda Popiſh 
champion vrgeth this very argument againſt Chriſts 
deſccnſion, becauſe in the very inſtant of Chriſts death \ 
the ſoules of the faithfull were delivered and made 
happie : and therefore Chriſt needed not to deſcend 
for any ſuch cauſe. Bellarmine is driven here to this 
ſhift : to graunt, that although the preſence of Christs Licet non efſet 


oule were not neceſſarie m hell, yet it was of congruttie it fo __ 1a Pit 
entia anime 


ſhould be there preſent. If the preſence of Chriſts ſoule chrifi ehinen 

in hell be not of neceſſitic,how haue they al this while ,,ugruum eſſe 

vrged it as an article of the faith? for cuery articlT of videbatur ve 

the faith is to be held as neceſlarie. ua efſet pree 
Argum.g. As the Saints dying commend their ſpi- = _ 

rits vnto God, ſo did Chriſt commend his ſpirit, Luk. Far ny _ 

23.46. vſing the Prophet Danids words Plal.31.4. he 

keepeth alſo his ſenſe: but the ſoules of the faithfull' 

' commended into Gods hands, doe preſently goe to 

heauen, as Stephen ſaid : Lord leſus receine my ſpirit, 

A&t.7.59.Can this be called a commending of the ſpi- 

rit into the hands of God, to goe downe to hell, and 

to remaine among the infernall ſpirits? Again : if they 

that die in the Lord doe after death reſt frori their la- 

bours Reuel.13.14. much more the Lord himſclfe re- 

ſed from his labours after his death : bur if hee had 

hell to conquer and the Patriarks to deliuer after his 

death,a great part of his labour remained : what then 

is become of that conſummatum eſt, all was finiſhed 

ypon the croſſe, Joh. 19.30.that is, whatſocuer apper- 

tained to Chriſts ſuffrings, trauaile and labour, was 

now accompliſhed : his glorie viRtorie and triumph 

onely remained. eAnguitine hereunto giueth ſome 

| light, thus applying theſe words of Chriſt, My ſewle i 

heauie vutb death : Triftis vſq, ad mortem, propter affe- 

nm ſuſcepte carnis, non poſt martem,cum beatitudinens 
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13 Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to Hell 

ſpondet ſocietas Deitatis : non initium meroru moys ifta, 
>d finss, Cont. Felician.c.1 5. Heame vnto death, becauſe 

of the afſeftion-and mfirmitie of the fleſh, not after death, 

when bleſſedneſſe is promiſed by the ſortetie of the God- 

beard : this death is not the beginning of ſorrow and 1r4- 

u4ale but the end, | 

Argaum.6, Chriſts ſoule went immediatly ynto hea- 
ven aftcr the Jeparture from his bodie: Ergo,itdid not 
deſcend to hell. 
| - The firit part .1s prooued by the words of our Sa- 
Chrifts words Viour,Luk.23.43.vetered to the conuicted theefe: This 
.o the theefe day ſpalt thou bee with mee in paradiſe : which words 
mult be vnder- mult be ynderſtood of the preſence of Chriſt in hea- 
ſtood ofthe ycA, not in reſpe& of his Godhead onely, but of his 
ne og whole perſon,as hee was the Mediatour.And that hee 
_ direCtly ſpeakerh of the preſence of his ſoule in para- 

dize,it may euidently appeare by theſe reaſons. 

x. Chriſt anſwereth the theefe according to his re- 
queſt : bur he defireth to be remembred, when hee as 
the Meſſiah ſhould enter into his kingdome : Lord re 
member me when thou commeſt into thy kinodome : but 
Chriſt as God was neuer out of his kingdome. 

2: The phraſe of ſpeech giucth this ſenſe : Chriſt is 
ſaid to be with vs,in reſpect of his Godhead : Mat.28. 
20.1 am with you to the end of the world: but we arc ſaid 
to be with him, as our Meſſiah :as S. Paul faith, 7 deſire 
to be drſſolued and to be with Chriſf,Philip.1.23. Bernard 

Bernard ſcr.16 noteth this diſtinftion well : Chri/ius nobiſcumeſt,cic. 
in Plal,gi. Chriſt is with vs, at all times to the end of the world : but 
when ſhall we be with hins ? When we ſhall be taken vp and 
#2eete Chriſt in the ayre. 

3. That kingdome, whereof Chriſt promiſcth to 
make the tkeete partaker, is not that kingdome which 
belongeth to him as God (tor that is not comunicable 
to any creature) but which is due to him as the Meſ- 
fiah. The theefe raigned the ſame day with Chriſt ia 
Paradiſc, as Bernard ſaith : That which was promiſed, 


WAS 
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_ fodeliner the ſoules of the Patriarks. 19 
was done;the ſame day he ſaffered togetner with Chriſt, he Tyſo die qua 
alſo raigned together with him. Theretorc it is an erro. (ompaſſis &+ 
neous ſpeech of the anſwerer : the performance of that es Pony, 
promiſed preſence with kim in paradiſe , was nothing els - _ pane 
but the blisfull fruition of h1s Godhead, Pag.19 : Contra- "FA 
rie to the Apoſtle, » hor xener man ſav, neither can ſee, 
1.Tim.6.16. The Godhead is incomprehenſible ; how 
then can there be a full fruition, whereof there can be 
no comprehenſion? 4; 
4. I vrge eAugnitimes realon : who propounding 
this obiection ; Deitartis hanc,non anime Chrifti,vocens 
credimus : We thinke that Christ ſpake thus to the theefe, 
of bis Godhead, not of his ſoule : maketh this anſwere : 
Anima eſt,cur hoc promiſit,c>c. int C hriſt promiſed this 
to the ſonle of the theefe. Then he thus inferreth : If the 
ſoule of the theefe ſtrait after the death of by- 5; murtuo corpore ad Para» 
die was called into paraaiſe, ſhall wee thinke diſum anma mox vocatur, 
any to bee ſa impions that dare ſay, that the 4K&1quarmne advuc tam mn- 
ſoule of our Sauicur was three dues kept in mn cTedAMBS quit dicere au: 
—— [ f, quontam anima ſaluato- 
hell by hzs bodily death ? He rcaloneth trom ,j,;,444; rriguo illo corporee 
the leſſe-to the greater, that if rhe theeues mortrs apud inferos cuſtodice 
ſoule went preſentlie ro Paradiſe, much #4 cipetur, Contr, Feltcians 
more Cirifts. For whereas our Sautour Arrianlib.cap. ty, 
farh ; Where [ am,there ſhall my ſeruan be,loh.12.26.it 
mult follow,that cicher the ſoule of the theefe mult be 
1h hell with Chrilts, or that Chriſts foulc was in para- 
diſe with the theeues : for it were adiſhonour, for the 
leruant to preuent the Maſter : 7 he ſernant is not grea- 
ter than his Master,loh.13.16.but now ſhould the ſer- 
uaut haue the preeminence, it his ſoule ſhould goe to 
paradizc,and his Maſters to hell. 
5. Buc we are told, that theſe words,loh.17.24. Fa» 
ther [ will that they which thou haſt ginen me be with me, 
where [am : which words, with me, where 1 am, cannot 
otherwiſe be underſtood than of his Godhead, doe fully ap- 
plicate Chriſt s ſaying to the theefe. Anſw.p.20. 
eAnſ, 1. If this yenturous expolitor had confide- 
- | D 2 | red, 
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red, what went before and after theſe words, \Wvirh me, 
where 1 am, he would not haue yented foorth ſuch an 
vncertaine gloſle : for firſt our Sauiour ſaith, / will, that 
they which thou haſt ginen me be with me : were they <0 
ven ynto him as God? I thinke not, for who can giue 
ynto God? then they were g1uen vnto him as the Meſ- 
fah : he therefore prayeth, they may be with him, as 
the Meſhan. 

2. It followeth immediatly;rhet they may behold my 
glorie, which thou haſt ginen mee, doth hee not ſpeake 
here alſo of that glorie, which was giuen him as the 


Meſſiah,for the which he prayeth verl.5.a»d now glori- 
fie me,c?I truſt, as he is God,he praieth not for glorie 


to bee giuen him : for hee that prayeth, is inferiour in ® 


that hee prayeth : Bnt Chriſt as hee is God is not infe- 
riour to his Father, Doth hee then pray as God, that 
they may bee with him ? take heede of Arianiſme, if 
you be too raſh in this point : he prayeth then as th 
Meſſiah. 

3. It Chriſt, ſaying where lam, ſpeake of his God- 
head, his requeſt was cuen then fulfilled ; for his A- 
polties were with him then preſent as God ; for his 
Godhead filleth heauen and carth : Bur his requeſt 
was,not then;bur in his kingdome of glotie fulfilled : 
therefore he ſpeaketh not of his Godhead. 

4- Though our Sauiour ſpeake in the preſent tence, 
Where { am ; that is ſo ſpoken, in reſpect of the aflu- 


rahce and certaintic of his kingdome purchaſed for 


his : which was as ſure,as if alreadic he were in it : and 


ſo doth our Sauiour with like certaintic pronounce of 
thoſe which beleeue in him, that they hawe exerlaiting 
life,and are paſſed from death to life.Toh.5.24. 

5- Thus Origen expoundeth this. place of the glorie 
due_ynto our Lord as the Chriſt and Mcthiah : which 


Fiewt e:re2g bellatores non NE imparteth to his faithfull ſeruants: Like 
cum ceteris militibus in di- as notable warriers doe not with other ordina- 


1/;one [poliorum aucaniur rie ſouldiers dinide the ſpoile, but they haue 


the 
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ts deliner the ſoules of the Patriarks, ay 
the beſt part : ſo Chriſt, to thoſe that haue la- 14 (Grew, ſd #ptima queque 


boured more abundantly decreeth the chiefeſt + precipua eis decernuntur: 
honors, and like to his owne : ſuch as hee con- ſj Criflus, quos ſeit abun- 


ferred vpn his Diſciples ; Father [ will, that _ - _ br ml yp 1mm 
where | am, they be with me. Theſe honours ,,,,,; — we 047 iſ 


like vnto Chriſts, are not the honours due cipulis ſuis conferre videtur; 
to his Godhead, which no creature is ca- Pater volo vt vhi eyoſum,illi 
pable of, but ſuch which hee receiued as fiat mech. Hom.21,Numer, 


Meſſiah, 

6. But wee are further certified : that Augnitine epi- 
flol.57. thus expoundeth theſe words of our Sauiour 
ſpoken to the theefe of his Godhead. Anf.p.20. . ! 

Anſ. 1. 1 will ſet eAugnitine againit eAugnitine: 
whoſe judgement in his writings againſt the aducrſa- 
ries of the faith, is to be preferred betore his priuate 
epiftles ſent to his friends: for thele were indited ypon 
4 the ſudden, the other ypon more mature deliberation; 

theſe were dire&ed to friends, that would take cueric 
thing inthe better part, thoſe intended againſt ene- 
mies, that were readie to catch any aduantage. Bud 
eAnguftine in his booke wricteragainlt Felicianusthe 
Arrian,cited before, expoundeth Chriſts words yttred 
to the theefe vpon the croſle,of the ſoule. 

2. And why may wee not as well expound Chriſts 
deſcending into hell with e Ambroſe of the preſence of 
his diuine power, as with Azgggtme his aſcending vp 
to heauen ? Ambroſe ſaith; Abyſſum opinione ſipenetres, Ambro{ lib. 2, 
ilic quog, videbis Leſum operari: If you in thought will in Luc.cap.z. 

ſearch into the deepe, you ſhall ſee Jeſus alſo worke there. Ambroſe reter- 


But hee hath yet a more .cuident teſtimonte, writing reth Chriſts 
-© deſcenſion to: 


ypon theſe words,Pſal.139.15. Sub/tantia mea in infe- 1, 
rioribig terre : My ſubſtance was in the lower parts of the cure, 
earth, Chriſt to deliner the ſoules of the dead, Chriſtus ut defunttorum a- 


wrought in hell: and what letteth, but wee ro On ec vqoun 
| eſt in inferno : & tamen qu 

may un 7 diuine [ubſtance, ſec- wg: aps 

gion derſt # 4 _ " ſp f fe obſtat vo minus illam dint» 


ing God is enery where ? as it # ſaid, If 1 ,,w telligas ſubſtautiam, 
aſcend to heanen,thou art there ; if I deſcend cum Deus vbique ſit ,&c,de- 
D 3 = -: 


mm re ee nn ae nn nn nn en 


_ — . 
m_ -_ 


22 Chriſt deſcended net in ſoule to Hell 
wique ad ſubſtatiam diuinam to bell,cc. and that the d;nine ſubſtance ts 
deriaandum eſſe miebvectum, here vnd:rſtood, the woras following declare, 
ſequentibus deciaraut : imo- Th,,, ws ſaw mine unvvronoht ſubſtance, 


peratum menm, « KETE YAGI, be Fi 
lan alque moreatum that ts,th: vam ade and vncreated word. 


verbum, lib, z.de fide £.7. 3. eAmbroſethinketh alſo, that Chriſt 
was preſcnt withthe theefe in {oule the ne day : A- 
byſſus e ergo dixit n01 eſt me, ſed crelum non arxerat 1008 
eſt in me,quempeceperat reſurgentem;paradiſzt non dixit 
non e/t in me, quem regnare in ſe abſoluto 9999,Jetrene 
Cognouerar, fient ipſe Henna dixit, Hodie mecum ers 
| in parad:ſo: The deepe [ard not, hee us in mec,but beauen 
Am bro! exv0r, ſaid not he us not tn me, whom it receiued riſing againe ; 
- 1 Paradiſe ſaid not, he us not in me, whom it kyes >107 ;aigne 
there, the theefe being alſo delinered, as the Lord {aid, 
T his day ſhalt thou ber with me in parad:ſe. As hcll ſaid, 
Chriſt was not there ſo Paradiſe ſaid not, hee was not 
there, that is in Galen and as Paravcilc knew Chriſt 
chatday to raigne, {o Chrilt was there, but it knew him 
then firlt to raigne there as the Mefſ1: Lira hee Was 
God he was knowne to the heauenly powers alwaics 
to raigne in heauen. Toerefore Chritt in his ſoule was | 
the ſame day with the thecte in Paradiſe. And thus 
much of the generall reatons. 


PARTICVLAR REASONS TAKEN 


out of the plage of Scripture ic {elfe, 


\ AE.2.209; 3 
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Rowm.t. That which is called hell, verl.. 27.the 
Apoltle expreflech bythe name of death, Ver.24. 
Ged bath looſed the ſorrovwes of death. This cannot be 
the ſecond death: for theſe forrowes had no hold of 
Chriſt, and therctore they needed not be looſed for 
him. And the Syrian Interpreter tranflareth ſorrores of 
- the gr. 240: Chriſt then was onely now being ng dead va- / 
der the ſorrowes of the firlt death; that 18,in the graue: 
for ſo, viually death and the grauc are pur cogerher in 
: the 


to deliney the ſoules of the Patriarks, 2 
the Pſalmes ; Pſal.6.5./n death there is no'remembrance 


of thee:in the grane rho ſhall praiſe thee? Pſal.88,10.Shal 
the dead praiſe thee, or ſhall thy louing kindnes be ſhewed | 


in the orane ? 

eArgum.2, Chrift was vnder the forrowes of that 
hell, hither he deſcended, as the Apoſtle ſaith,ver.24. 
Whom God hath raiſcd vp, and looſed the ſorrowes 0 
| death,becanſe it was impoſſible that he ſhould be holden of 
it. Burt Chriſt ſuffered not the ſorrowes of the lower 
hell, the place of tormcar,for al his ſorrowes and tra- 
uaile was ended ypon the croſle, when hee cried con- 
ſummatum eſt,ir is finiſhed. loh. 19.30. | 

To the propolition Fellarmine anſwereth : 1. That 
the ſorrowes of hell,as the Latin text readeth, and the 
Anſwerer approoucth,pag.12,were looſcd and diflol- 
ued : nou guibus teneretur,not herewith he was beld, ſed 
ne tencretur,but leaſt he ſhoulda be held of them. 


Contra. 1. Theſe ſorrowes ot death had faſtened of ©4,;91,0,a 
Chriſt, though they could not ſtill hold him, becauſe gar the for- 
they remained to the reſurreCtion : for this followerh rowes of hell 


after his 
death, 


as a reaſon of Chrilts raifing vp : wham God,raiſed vp 

looſing the ſorrowes of death-it the ſorrowes of the death: 
and graue had not kept Chriſt a while, hee ſhould pre- 

ſently haue been raiſcd vp. 2. Againe,Chriſt could not 

be held or detaincd of death : death then had taſtened 

ypon him, but could not hold him.One cannot be ſaid 

to let go their hold, or not to be able to hold, ynleſle 

firſt they lay on hold : but hell ſorrowes did not fo 

much as aflay or affaile Chriſt after his death. 

2. He faith that Chriſt looſed the ſorrowes of hell 
not for himſelfe, but for others. Our aufwercr allo 
hath the liKe ſaying: S.Peter mentioneth ſorrowes,which 
Were looſed at Christs reſurreftion, Which cou'd not be i» 
the ſepulcher, where bis body lay dead and ſenſeleſſe. Ani. 

a9.9, | 
f Contra. 1. The Apoſlle ſpeaketh diretly of Chriſt : 
the ſorrowes were looſed for him that was raiſed 'p ; 
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24 Chriff deſcended not in foule to Hell 
but Chriſt onely was raiſed vp. The ſorrowes of death 
were looſed onely for him that could not be held of 
them : but Chriſt onely could notbe held of them:Er-= 
go, the ſorrowes of death here ſpoken of were onely 
looſed for the reſurrection of Chriſt, 


2. As for our anſwerers poſition,it doth manifeſtlic 


detectedro be Hhewray him to bee a Limbeſt - for if Chriſt looſed ſor- 


2a Limbilt, 


rowes,and not for his bodice whick was ſenſclefſe,then 
hee muſt either graunt, that the ſorrowes of hell were 
vpon Chrilt himſclfe, of the which hee was looſed at 
his reſurre&tion, or that hee looſed themn for others : 
and ſo hee is detected to be alſo an hell-harrower, for - 
the ſoules of the Fathers deliuered thence. 

| 3. What thenthough Chrilts bodie were without 

ſenſe in the graue? We ſay notit felt ſorrowes, but was 
ynderthe ſorrowes or bonds of death : for it was a 
time and ſtate of ſorrow, while Chriſts bodie lay inthe 
oraue,til] it was raiſed vp againe. ns 

eArgum.z. S.Peter ſaith, ver(.31. he ſpake of the re- 
ſurrettion of Chriſt, that his ſaule ſhould not be left in hell 
or the oraue,cc. The Prophet in theſe words ſpeaketh 
of Chriſts reſurreCtion : but the deſcending of Chriſts 
ſoule to hell belongeth no wates to his reſurre&tion, 
but the not leauing of his life in the graue implieth 
the reſurreS&tion : Ergo, the Prophet meancth no ſuch 
cing or going of Chriſts ſoule to hell. 

Argum.4. That which Daxid prophecicth of Chriſt 
was wholly and fully performed in Chriſt, and not in 
D «id : But the not Gs or leauing of the ſoule in 
hell was as well performed in Damzad, as in Chriſt, for 
his ſoule was not at all in hell : Ergo, Danid propheſi- 

h not of the not leauing of Chriſts ſoule in hell. 
Pena the propoſition the Anſwerer telleth vs, 
that the true Antitheſis between Chriſt and Dauid is on- 
ly tn htz incorruption, reſurrettion and aſcenſion, and not . 
- i#n any thingels.pag.17, & 

Contra, The whole prophegie of Chiiſt, Thox ſoalt 

uot 


to deliner the foules of the Patriarke, 26G, 
wot leaue my. ſoule wor ſuffer thy holy one to fee corruption; 
is by the Apoffle applied to Chriſt, ver{.3r;and'denied 
to Daxid,ver.29.for the whole is a peculiar prophecie 
of Chriſt : he ſpake of the reſurrettion of Chriſt,verl.21, 
in this whole ſentence, not partly of Chriſt, partly of 
them both. This propheſic tnen was tuſtorically ogely 
true of Chriſt, though typically and in ſome fimilitude 
alſo it agreeth to Daxia,who hoped in Chriſt.to riſe a- 
gaine,and not for cuer to dwell in corruption : but li- 
terally the whole prophehie is referred to Chriſt, as 
S. Peter expoundeth. 


? 4 _ 
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THE SECOND PLACE EXAMINED: 
I.Pet.3.18.which was put to death in the fleſh, bur 
quickened inthe ſpirit : in the which ſpirit he went 
and preached to the ſpirits in priſon, which were 
intime paſſed diſobedient, when once the long 


ſuffring of God abode inthe daies of Noe. 
The obrettions anſwered. 


7 Hcreas the moſt approoued interpretation 
of theſe words is this,that Chriſt hauing ſuf. 
| fered in his humane nature, yet was ſuſtai- 
ned and raiſed yp by his diuine ſpirit, in and by the 
which he preached by y miniſtery of Noe to the diſo- 
bedicnt of the old world, which now are damned ſpi- 
rits in the priſon of hell :this expoſition ſhall be after- 
ward warranted by the Scriptures, hauing alſo the te- 
ſttimonic of ſome ancient wricers.Bur fitſt a ſuruey ſhal 
be taken of the contrary obiedions;' - | 
Obieft.1. If the meaning be that Chriſt dying in the 
fleſh, was raiſed to line by his dinine ſpirit : it aſcribeth 4 
fowle error to the Apoſtle, as placing: Chriſts reſurretiou 
before his deſcenſion; whereas Peter ſpeaketh not at all 
bere of the reſurreflion,e&rc.Anſ.p.22. '* £041 
Anſ. Firſt,here is no —— of Chriſts deſcenſion 


at 
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atall : thus he beggeth the thing in queſtion,and bui!- 


deth vpon that which is moſt doubted of. Secondly,if 
the Apoſtle had treated of Chriſts deſccnſion before 
his reſurreCtion; is this ſuch a foule error, inthe nar- 
ration of chings , not to obſerue the order of time? 
Doth not $. Pax as much,that firſt ſpeaketh of Chriſts 
aſcen{ion,Ephe.g.v.8.and atterward of his deſcenſion, 
yer{.10? Thirdly, how can he fay that in this place hee 
ſpeakerh not all of the reſurre&ion of Chrilts bodie, 
when he maketh direCt mention thereof, verſ.21.by the 
reſurretlion of Teſus Chriſt, ec? 

Obreft.2. Here ts no oppoſition betWveene the humani- 
tie and diuinitic of Chriſt, becanſe he ſpeaketh of the dea'h 
and paſſion of Chriſt, Which touched hes humanitie onely, 
Anſ.p.24. 

FW, Firſt,is not here now a good argument : the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh of that which concerneth Chriſts 
humanitie onely : Ergo, he toucheth not his diuinitic ? 
To make it a good argument, hee ſhould hauc ſaid, he 
{peaketh oxely\of the death and paſſion &c. Secondly, 
but then had hee ſaid yntruly, for the Apoſtle maketh 
expreſſe mention of his quickning in the ſpirit, which 
is no part of his death or paſſon, 

Obiett.2. The —_ of Chriſt s hamanitie are here 


dire(lly ſet one againſt the other, that ts,the ſoule *"- 


the boare. Anſ.p.24- 
eAnſ. 1, Thus hee (till committeth rhe ſame fault, 
which is called petitio principy, the begging of the 
queſtion : for this is the paint controuerted, whether 
by the fleth and ſpirit, Chriſts bodie and ſoulc are vn- 
derſtood. 2. Though the Syrian Interpreter reade bo- 
die,yet {o doth not the originall, which we are to fol- 
low. 3- And though by cſh, Chriſts bodice be vnder- 
{tood,yet it followeth nor that the ſpirit fignifieth'the 
ſoule : tor the like oppoſition is vſed, by the Apoflle, 
Rom.1.2, betweenethe fleſh and the ſpirit, where, by 
the ſpirit,the divine nature is manifeſtly expreſſed. 
| Obieft, 


to deliner the ſoules of the Patriarks, 27 

Obieft.a. You muſt then reade thus, Chriſt vas mortr- 
fied in his humanitie,and quickened in his dininitie, Which | 
& both abſurd and impions. p.24. | 

Anſe 1. The anſiwerer much contendeth, pag.25,to 
haue the prepoſition 9 {upplied, which though it bee A bold and 
not in the originall,nor vulgar Latin, yet we willingly dangerous 
yeeld him : but what hath he gained by ir? 2, Isitim- _ m_ 
pious to ſay he was quickened in his divinefpirit?And , -— ye ne; 
doe yee know what you ſay? Doth not S. Paw! yſe the poſtle. 
ſame phraſe, hee was initrfied in the ſpirit, 1.Tim.3.16; 
that is, in and by the power of his diuine ſpirit? for 
there not his ſoule, but h1s diuine nature js Hgnified, 
And what difference betweene this phrale of S. Peter, 
guickened in the ſpirit, and that of S. Paul, Rom.1.3. de- 
clared to bee the ſonne of God, x7 mi#5pa, according to 
the ſpirit of ſanftification : that is, by the power there- 


= 


of? : 
Obiet.5. If by fleſh you underſtand the whole humane 


 nature,that is,his body and ſoule, then it will follow that he 
was done to death both in body and ſoule.Anſ.p.24. 

Anſ. Firit, there is no more neceſſitic here, by fleſh Waar is vn» 
to vnderſtand the whole humanitie of Chrift, his ſoule derſi9od y/ 
and bodie; than in that place of S. Pas! named before this word fleſh, 
Rom. 1. 3, Christ was made of the ſeede of Danid ac+ - 
cording to the fleſh. Here the fleſh, that is Chriſts hu- 
' manitie,is ſet againſt the ſpirit, bis diuinitie : and yetif 
the ſoule ſhould neceflarily be comprehended ynder 
the name of fleſh,it would follow that Chriſt receiued 
his ſoule from the ſeed of Daxid,and fo anima ſhould 
be ex tradace; be deriued from the parents,as the fleſh 
is : whereas the Scripture ſaich, that God formeth the 
ſpirit of man within him, Zachar.1 2.1. Secondly,yet if 
the {oule be here conceiued, no great abſurditie will 
follow : tor either by being mortified according to 
the fleſh, all other ſuffrings arc implicd : as S. Pau! ſer- 
ting down a briefe ſumme of the Goſpell, that Chrif 


Oo 


died for our ſins, was buried & roſe again,cc.x.Cor.15.3. 
| E 3 by 


28 Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to Hell 
by dying vaderftandeth all other of his ſuffrings : as 
S. Peter ſaith, he hath ſuffered for our ſinnes,1.Pet.2.18 : 
or els ſuch a death of the ſoule may be ynderſtood, as . 
Chriſts ſoule was ſubicct vnto, neither by ſme, nor 
damwation, but in reſpect of his inward afflictions: in 
which S. Pan! ſaith,/ dre daily,x.Cor.15.31.ButT rather 
« infift vpon the firſt point. 

Obreft.6. The word which the Apoſtle here yſeth, 
mpileic, hee went and preached, cannot properly be a P=- 
plicd to the diuinitie, but the humaniric of Chriſt, as 
the Apoſtle vſcth ir,ver.22,goxe into heauen.Bellarns,So 
likewiſe the Anſwerer quoteth almoſt twentie places 
out of the Goſpell (much glorying, asit ſeemeth, to 
Paint his margin with Greek letters) to ſhew how this 
word is vied of Chriſts going and comming as he was 
man. P.31. ; 

How the di- e£v/. Firſt,as though it were not an vſuall thing in 

Unc ae = Scripture to applic vnto God ſuch words as {1gnifie 

——_ OT motion,for our better ynderſtanding: ſo it is ſaid, that 

Se. the ſpirit inw#:m,was carried ypon the waters,Gen.T.I . 
God i%s, aſcended vp from Abraham,Gene\.17.22.The 
ſpirit of God ian, leaped"or came ypon Sam, 1.Sam. 
chap.1o0.The word of God Jexuiim,runneth very ſwift- 
ly,Pſal.148.15. Secondly, yea this very word here gi- 
uen itr inſtance, is otherwhere ſo vied. As Matth.4.4. 
Ian liueth not by bread onely,but by enery word wmwi- 
151, which commeth or poeth foorth of the month of 
Gbd. 

Oviect.7. The word mwuar, fþirits, you ſhall neuer 
finde where it 1s giuen to men liuing in the world, Be/- 
lar. & Anſ.p.34. and thele ſpirits are ſaid to be in hell, 
how then could they be liuing men.in the world? and 
if Noah preached to ſpirits in hell, both the preacher 
and auditors mult be ſhut vp in hell. p.38. 

In what ſenſe Az. 1. Theſe are but ridiculous obieCtions,and ea- 
men luing are fily anſwered:for thoſe to whom. Noah preached,were 
called ſpitits. then liuing in carth, but now ſpirits in hell, when Pe- 

Ier 
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to deliner the (oules of the Patriarhs. 29 
ter thus wrote : ſo that by the figure Pro/epſis, which is 
| vſuallin Scripture, he deſcribeth them by their pre- 
ſent tate, not as they were at the time of the preach- 
 1ng,Soun the next chapter he faith, the Goſpell was 
reached tothe degd:now dead, but then liuing when 
the Goſpcl was preached : as Auguitine well expoun- 
deth : Jt appeareth by the circumſtance of Ex circumſtantia loct appa- 
the place, that he wnderſtandeth ſuch as were 7 0m intelltgere eos, qui 


| HRC mortu/unt, [edolim in 
now dead,vut in former trme heard the Goſ- <A prin AY Fa. 


pell when they were aline. By the ſame figure ;y epiſt. ad Roman, 
Chriſt is ſaid to bee the indge of the quicke and dead, 
x.Pet.q4.5,which arc now dcad,but ſhall be aliue at the 
comming of Chrilt. | 

Obiett.$. To denie the word ſpirit in this place, as alſs 
the word {oule in the prophecy of Dauid to ſignifie the h#- 
mane ſonle of Chriſt , iuſtifieth thoſe wicked heretikes 
which denied Chriſt to haue an humane ſoule, and conſe- 
quently condemneth theſe good Catholikes, Which by theſe 
teſtimonies of holy Seripture conninced them,as Athana- 
ſous, Epiphanins,Fulgentius,Theodoretus,cc.Anl.p.q8, 

Anſe. 1. The argument is denied : for thus the rca- 
ſon is framed; if the ſpirit here doe not fignifie Chriſts 
ſoule, then the heretikes are iuſftited that ſay Chriſt - 
had no ſoule : as though there were no other place of 
Scripture to prooue that Chriſt had an humane ſoule. = 
2. But diuers Fathers conuicted the heretikes, that ſo 
thought, by theſe places. They might diſpute againſt 
them, but confute them they could not by a place of 
Scripture miſtaken : to ouerthrow one error by ano- 
eher, is but to eſtabliſh error. Amuguitine hath a good 
ſaying to this purpoſe: /t were leſſe danger Tolerabilius 1 ſuis foueis de- 
for the foxes to lie lurking in their holes,than Itteſcerent vulpes, qui proptes 


.  ilias capiendas jn erroi'ts fa- 
that the hunters ta take them ſhould fall into ueam mcuderent wenatorer, 


the pit of error themſelnes. 3. The Fathers pe mendac.lib,z.g, 
haue found out more pregnant places to prooue that 
Chriſt had a ſoule,than this. As that ſcripture was com- 
monly alledged againſt the Monothelites., to ſhew 

E 3 that 


20 Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to Hell 
that Chriſt had two willes, an humane and diuine will, 
by Athanaſins, Origen, eAgatho, Chryſoſtome, as they 
are alledged in the fixt generall Councell aflembled 
againlt the Monothelite heretikes. Matth.26. 39. Not 
my Will, but thy will be dane. Verl.3%. Ay ſonle bearte 
unto death. Auguſtine again{t Felicianys the Arian vr- 
octh that place Luk.1 9.10. T he ſonne of man is come to 
Cont. Felician, ſeeks and ſane that was loſt : concluding thus : that if 
Arian,c.1z, Chriſt came to faue all that was loit, and man was loſt 
bn both in bodie and ſoule,then Chriſt tooke both bodie 
Anhereſiero. and ſoule to ſaue both. 4. Rather this ſenſe of the 
hold that any place, to interprete it of the deſcending of Chriſt to 
n hell belce- hell, where the diſobedient perſons and vnbelceucrs 
ved in Chriſt, ve, giveth way, and openeth a wide gap to a moſt 
grofſe hereſie : whereof Auguitine maketh mention: 

Alia Chriſto deſcendente ad Another hereſie there ts, that thinketh that 
inſeros credidiſpe incredulos, by Chriſts deſcending to hell the incredulomus 
& ones inde exiſtimat libe- perſons beleeued , and all were d-linered 
| Tatos, Augiſtcbereſ 79. thence. Vnto which error Origex ſeemecth. 
n - toancline : writing thus : Non legunt, quid ſcriptum ſit 
Peri erch.li9.2 Jo (he illorum, qui mn diluuio perempti ſunt?1.Pct.z. Dae 
_—” they not reade phat is written of their hope,which periſhed 
in the flood? 1.Pct.z. He ſeemech to thinke that they 

Origeas error, were ſaued and deliuered by Chriſfts _s after 
they were dead. Theſc heretics may rather be teared, 

by the Anſwerers expoſition of this place,than the o- 
ther, which he imagineth : for to what purpoſe rather 


. 


, ſhould Chriſt bee thought to preach to the ſpirits in 
hell #7«%=z2;mmorigerous ſomtime and diſobedicnt, 
than for their comfort and deliuerance? 

Obrett.g. Laſtly , for the credit of this expoſition, a 
great (ort of authors old and new are named: as Clemens, 
Athanaſius, Epiphanins, Cyrillas, Hilarins with others : 
and of the ne, E raſmu;, Bailinger,Calumnus,cWMarlora- 
tres, eArctins Vitus, Theodorw : all which With one Cone 
ſent baue interpreted theſe Words of Peter,of Chriits de- 
ſeenſron into well. Anl.p.q7. 


Anſ. 


%% 


to deliner the ſoules of the Patriarhs. 31 
Anſ. 1. There is none of the ancient Fathers,here. 
ef a great fort more are cited by Bellarmine, which Li5.4. de Chri- 
ſpeaketh of the deſcenſion of Chritts ſoule to hell, but /#1.4nim.c.14- | 
addeth alſo,that it was to this end to deliuer the ſoules : 
of the Fathcrs from thence: which if the anſwerer hold 
to be the crror of that time, as hee ſcemeth to graunt, 
pag.44.to what purpoſe then doth he alledge them ? 
" Is their authoritic good for the deſcen{ion of Chriſts 
ſoule,and is itnot as ſtrong for Limbus Patrum? Will 
yourecciuc them for the one, and refuſe them in the 
ſame place and ſentence for the other ? 
2. It ſhall be euen now ſhewed, that all the Fathers 
_ doe not thus expound S. Petey in this place,as eAugu- 
ſtine, Bede. : 

. Concerning the new writers : ſome are mifalled- þ,,,., cy 
pu : who told hom that Calainapplicth this place to vrmars ji 
the deſccnſion of Chriſts ſoule into hel ? His opinion, 
as Bellarmine reporteth and confuteth it,was this: that 
Chriſt preached to the ſpirits of dead,not that he went thi- y,1,, 1; 4.de - 
ther b 'y the Ah 01. of his ſoule,but made them #0 feele the chi ftuanim. 
effeft and power of his death and paſſion : and ſo Caluin cap.13. 
himſelfe wriceth vpon this place : Vim ſprritus ad mor- 
tuos penetraſſe : That the poVver and vertue of his ſpirit 
did pearce enen vnto the dead. 

As for the reſt of the new writers, howſocuds they 
expound this place: wee may oppole as learned and 
graue writers on the other fide : and beſide the parti- 
cular iudgement of ſome, wee haue the conſent of 
whole Churches,as of Scotland, Genena : But we ſtand 
not vpon mevs opinions for the ſenſe of Scripture, 
which is the beſt expounder of it ſelfec : therefore as 
Bernard well ſaith: Ad Exangelium appella5ti,ad Euan- 
gelium ibis : You hane appealed to the Goſpell, and tothe 


Gofpell ſhall ye goe. | 
REASONS. 
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2 Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to Hell 
REASONS CONFIRMING THE FIRST 


expoſition,that this place of S. Peter proucth not 
the deſcenfion of Chriſts ſoulec into hell to 
deliuer the ſoules of the Fathers. 


Auguſtines ob- A tem ; We can haue no better arguments,than : 
icRions, that eAnguitine hath preſſed before to this purpoſe : 

S Peter ſpea- who ſheweth firſt, that where $. Peter ſaith : Was vigte 
kerh not of | fied, or quickened in the ſpirit, not Chriſts ſoule but his 
_ inc {pirit mult bee vnderſtood : The ſoule of Chrift 


into hell in | | 
"=" (faith hee) Was neither mortified with ſinne,nor puniſhed 


Anima Chriſti nullo mortifica- with damnation : therefore in reſpett of his 
ta peccatouel aamnanienepiie Cute be cannot be ſaid tobe quickened in the 
cones remeney th ſprrit. His reaſon ſRandeth thus : A thi 
ſam dici pot uit uiuificatus (pi- P whe nactn thus : 1 thing 
ritweevift 99. cannot be quickened cxceptit die:Chriſts 
ſoule was 1:0t ſubiect to deathtgither by finne or dam- 
nation : therefore it cannot beſaid to be quickened. 
, Obiet.r. Bellarmize here and the Anſwerer(forit 
ſcemeth they haue ioyned herein hands of fellowſhip) 
doe anſ{were, that a thing may be ſaid to be yiuified, 
though ir dic not,in being preſerued or kept aliue:and 
here the anſwerer heapeth yp many vnneceſlarie pla- 
ces to ſhew where the word &4-»»is ſo yicd : as Exod. 
2.17. The midwines ſaued the men children alixe, and in 
other ſuch places. 2. He ſeemeth much to inſult and 
triumph vpon that place Ezech.13.18. Tor hawe pro- 
phaned me before the people to kill the ſoules, that ſhould 
not die, and to pine life to the ſoules, that ſhould not line : 
Where the Reader may obſerue, that the ſoule, Which cax 
*A.VV.inhis ot die, ts ſaid to bee quickened, and therefore it is untrue 
Syvop!. Papil. chat * ſome ſay, that 10 example can bee produced ont of 
35 .of the laſt © cripture Where this \vord ts applied to the ſoule.p.26.29. 


| "run torh | 
an cen Anſ. 1. What haue we tq doe in this place with &- 


de ſaid ro be Joew ? the Apoſtles word is £muw,The firſt fignifieth to 
quickned,that bring foorth, or ſaue aliue, or to preſerue life, much- 


isnot aptt0 what anſwerable to the word Gm»; but the other 
word 


dic. 


< rm 


| to deliner the ſoules of the Patriarks. JJ 
word properly fignifieth to make alive that. whichis 
dead;as S.Panlvſerhthe word,r.Cor.t5:36:Thow foele, 
that-which then ſoweſs ts not quickened,except it die + hee ;, Fnurre dim 
ſhould not then haue contended with his own ſhadow 
about &+»i*,and other Greeke words;but held him to 
the point,that Grew is takC infuch ſenſe, as he would 
beare vs inhand[Againc,hegiuettinſtance in all thoſe 
places;of ſuch things which are-ſaidto bee viuified qr | 
kept alive, which are capable of dearth :'but fo is not 
the ſoule of Chriſt by any mcanes, and thercfore theſe 
allegations arcaltogether imperrinent. | 
2. Fiſt, the word vſcd by Ezechielnthe placeno- 
ted, is wiemudoniny, which is to-preſernce : and dorhtour 
Grecalus(letno mimittakenie,T do not fay Gracnls) 
thinke that there is no difference between Tree», and 
$*e794, to preſe;ue and to. make altuc, Secondly; and 
was he {9 blind,that he coitld not ſee;rhatthe:Prophet 
here ſpeakerth inthe fams ſentence, as well'oth;limgef _ 
ſoules, as pre ſeraing ſovles:nline? howthen is he 10 for- 
get{ull; ro ſay, that this place prooucth, that the ſoule, 
Which cannot die; is yet ſaid to be winified?: Thirdly, he 
mifreporteth-hiswords, whom he blazeth in his mar- \ 
gin: for ifany lift toſec the place the words are theſe; we 
Secondly the examples are not alike; for they ave faid to be {he knſwverer 
reniued becauſe they might dic, though they died nat ; but wilreporteth 
the ſoule cannot die : Vpherefore wnleſſe be can ſhew out of the "ek of 
ſeripture,that ſome thing t ſaid to bee renined,or quicke- m_—_ bs ha: 
ned,that neither dath nor can die,he faith notbing;but nei- 
ther hath he nor can produce any ſuch ſn1ch example ont of 
ſcripture. Is not the ſummye :of rhe words' cuidentlic 
this, that nothing is ſaidin. ſcripture to be quickened, 
but that which alſo may die, cither a naturallor a ſpi- 
ritual death? The ſoule as it; may ſpiritually live, fo it 
may ſpiritually die :as theProphet <1 peaketh both ot. 
killing andfauing ot loules 1n thelame place.He fhall 
neuetbee Þbleto ſhew out offcriprure any\tluch ex- 
ampleor ploronicYs nything.to be quicke- 


ned, 
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14 Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to Hell 
acd, which is not aptto dic in the {ame ſcnſe. Chriſts 
ſoule then. being not ſubicct to any ſpirituall death, 
either by ſin in this life, or by damnati6 in hell, cannot 
be ſaid to be quickened. Fourthly,therfore Auguitines 
Viniſicatus (viritn, quia illo expoſition remainerh ſure and ſound : He 
fpiritu operan'e i quo adquos was quickned mm the ſpirit,becauſe by the wor- 
; fa 259 WT t Beowry kin 7 of that ſpirit, in the which hee preached 
y : qua 10:0 ad bomines 4 40 whom hee came, his fleſh being quickened 
mtEpiltol. gg. aid riſe again, in the which earſt he came vn- 
to men. This expoſition, by the fleſh-to ynderſtand 
Chriſts humane nature, by the ſpirit his diuine, by the 
which hee was raiſed againe, is ſtrengthened by other 
places of Scripture :asRom.1.3. made of the ſeede of 
Dauid after the fleſh, declared to be the ſonne of God ac- 
cording to the ſpirit of ſanttification by the reſurreftion 
 fromtheaead: 1.Tim.3.16. Being inſtified in the ſpirit. 
lvepMn tz; And Saint Pal giucth the ſenſe of this place in other 
+ joynin words, 2.Cor. 13.4. He was crucified of weaknes or infir- 
$7, mitie, and lineth of or by the power of God. And ſo Ber- 
Singula eiuu5 opera ad banc = yard to the ſame purpoſe ſaith well : All 


ue illam neceſſe eſt pejtinere jp, worker of Chrift doe neceſſgrily belone to 
waturgi!, ad hancſciticet mr t f ff ſſo J þ4 


Gied am pertifvet poten- 016Of 1s natures; to his humane h1s miſerie, 
Hig Ser de verb.ſapient. Tohis dinine his power and Maieſtie. Wherc- 
fore as the mortification of Chriſts fleſh being a work 
of infirmitte belonged to his humanitie : fo his viuih- 
cation and being made aliue againe, being a worke of 
power appertained to his Deitie. 
eArgum.2. Whereas Peter here faith, ſu the which 
[prrit he went and preached; this may be expounded by 
the like place, r.Pet.1.11; Of rhe which ſaluation the 
Prophets haue inquired, cc. ſearching when or what time 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, which Was in them ſhould teſtifie,&c. 
The Prophets were endued with, and ſpake byithe 
{pirit of Chriſt :{o that by them as:in{truments,as here 
by Noah Chriſt went and preached m his ſpirit. | 
Obiett. 1. Thus you erroneouſly aim the di-. 
ginct perlons of the Trinitie * turning the humane 


-ſoule 


fo deliner the ſoules of the Patriarks, 35 
ſoule of Chriſt firſt into his diuinitie, and then againe | 
into the Holy Ghoſt Anf.p.33: | | | 
2. So ypon theſe or like ab{urdities, our late gene- 
rall ſurueyer of the controuerſies &c.thought it better 
to forge a new figure * Chrift went 12 the ſpirit,c4c.that 
is,ſaith he, Noe went in the ſpirit of Chriſt and preached: 
wich what els is it, then wilfully to corrett, or rather to 
corrupt the text of holy ſcripture to ſet the e Apoſtle to 
ſchoole, as not knowing to ſpeake proper{ Y,CHC.PAg. 33 
Anſ. 1. This is an vnlearned cauill : tor while hee 
fearcth the hereſie of Sabellizs,that cotounded the per- 
ſons of the Trinitie, and made them all one, eAugs#t, 
hereſ.s 2.hee commeth nearer a Tritheiſt, in dividing 
Chriſt and his ſpirit. When ©Aarke laith, [t is nor xee 
that fheaks,but the Holy Ghoſt, Mark.13.11. and cAat- 
theW thus rehearſeth the ſame place: /r z; not ze bat the 
ri her that (peabeth in you, Matth.10. 20: The AGwTny 
ſpirit of my fat of {p , . * herein be 
doth the Euangeliſt confound the perſons of the Tri- ,,;1;et crea; 
nitie ? Is notthe Holy Ghoſt as well the ſpirit of Chriſt ignorance. 
as of his Father ? doth hee not proceed cqually from 
them both ? This obieCtion then either ſauoureth of 
error,or bewrayeth ignorance. Argu/tine could haue 
giuen hima ſolution of this doubt,if he had conſulted 
with him : For both the ſonne 15 4 ſpirit in Et woſe quiden firs ja ſub- 
the ſubitance of his Deitie : and what doth 41a Peitatir.(p111tys oft. 
the ſoune without the holy ſpirit or the fa- ar Teeny _ Find copy 
Ns. : e/Cs HC Pie, C008 Tit» 
ther,hc#z the workes of the T rinitze are inſe= (cyarahilia (191 01210 Trins. 
parable ? Either of theſe anſwers might tatis? Eyift gg, | 
hauec ſatisfied him, 
2. Youſtill miſreport him, that ſecmeth to bee a. 
great mote in youreye : one may well returne Hye- 
romes words vpon you : Tow are toward others as blinds , 1,1 yo tut. 
45 4 mole, toward him as ſharpe ſighted as a goaie : you pe,ad illum 
with diſdaine call him ozr late ſurueyor of the contrower. 0ap/earum o- 
es: if his leaſure would ſerue him,he might fooneſur- £11los POfjtders 
uey more {lippes and orofle ouerfights in this three 
penic þooke, then you thall by cucr able to — 
2 that. 
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26 Chrift deſcended not in ſoulets Hell 

that greate worke, which youſo much carpe at. But 
| Canino dente me rodunt, in Hieromes words are here moſt true : They 
publico detrabentes, legentes doe bite me with an enuwiou taoth,depraging 
in a1 ;#(1s, 1dem & acculats- npublikely What they reade in corners, the 
__ Aa we Fats ae x ay ſame men bring both accuſers and defen- 
ey : OF phe mh ders,approoxing in others,that they reprooue 
won ku 1h 115 (t ſed cum autho- #1 192,05 thourh vertue and vice were not in 


ribus mutctur: Profar.in Pas the things temſelucs, but Were changed. 


Ya!ly. with the authors, But hee neither correc- ( 
tech , or corrupterh Scripture but you corrupt his \ 

Spnopſ.p.350, words, whichare theſe : This phraſe zs neither ſtrange | 
er unuſual, to ſay that Chriſt went tm ſpirit, or the ſpirit ' 


of Christ went, ſeerng Noah vent in the ſpirit of Christ : 

Herc is nothing added or altered inthe text, but oncly 

the meaning explained, When our Sauiour ſaith, /r & 

How oe . the haly Ghoſt that ſpeaketh inyou,Max.13.11; butS.Pe- 
oirir of ter, holy men ſpake as they Yverg moned by the holy Ghoſt, 
Chrit. 2.Pct.1.21; doth S.Peter corrupt or correct Chrilts 
| words? As then for the Holy Ghoſt to ſpeake in nien, 
and men to ſpcake by y Holy Ghoſt in ſcripture is all 
one :{o to ſay y Chriſts ſpirit preached in Noe, or Noe 
preached in or by Chriſts ſpirit, I pray you (fir) what 
Giflerence ? If any here corrupt the text,itis your ſelf, 
that forge a lenle (to yſe your owne terme).that by 
Scripture cannot be iuſtificd : and ſo you are of thoſe 
of whom Hierow ipeaketh : Non voluntatemn legt, ſed 
[eres inngunt voluntati : They doe not conforme their 
f: 1n(;25 tothe $ cripture, but the Scriptrere to their feenſres. 
Ents cxpoſtion of ours is not new, but approoucd 
Privſq:1am veairet in carne long fincg by eAugaitine : Before Chriſt 
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10 WON NR, 029510 came in the fleſh to die for ws, which he did 
= = : . 4 f f*ck wont oxnce,often before he care tn ſpire to whom he 
wii e05 adnondns fiext vele- 98'd, ſpeaking to them in viſions,as it plea- 
bat. Epiſtol 99. - ſed hins. 
» eArgam 3. Tathe which (pirit he went and preached : 
eAuguitineturther reaſoneth, that this cannot be ya- 


dcilioode of Chiiſts-going to hell ; for if there were 
preaching 


Hitro!n., 
Oceans. 


to deliner the ſonles of the Patriarks. 27 
preaching'there, it will followe there ſhould bee a 
Church and -that ſome may belceue that are in hell ; 
for Chrifts preaching was not without fruite. And ifit 
were thus, that any might bee conterted in hell, men 
would neglectthe hearing of the Goſpell while they 
live : to this purpole Angaitine epiit.g9. 
Obiett.1. Bellarmine ſaith, that Chriſts preaching 
in hell was not to conuerrt the infidels, but to bring 
tidings of ioy to the godly ſoules, 
\ Cont. S. Peter laith contrarie, that the Goſþell Was 
| preached to the dead,that they might be condemned accors 
Y| ding to men in the fleſh,but might line according to God 111 
the ſpirit, 1 .Pet.q.6. what is this elſe but ro preach yn- 
to them for their conuerſion? 
Obieft.2. Theword «io»4, he preached, doth properly 
import in Scripture an attion of the mini$teriz of the word 
performed alwaies by Chrit in his hamane nature : but 
when the operationot the godhead is intimated, the 
common phraſe of Scriprure is, #0, he ſpake by the 
month of the holy Prophets,Luk.1.70. Anl.p.31. 
ſ Anſw.r. Andis there not now great difference be- / 
trweene he preached, and hc ſpake by the Prophets? Is the 
diuinitic of Chrilt ſaid to ſpeake,and notto preach ? as 
though preaching were not an excellent kinde of ſpea- 
king,and ſo more proper to the diuine ſpirit of Chriſt. 
2. Bur what ailerh this man to beſo confident, to ſay Chriſt faidin 
that the ſcripture alwaies referrerh preaching toChriſts SCLIPTure tv 
| humane nature ? Ir ſeemeth hee neuer read the firſt of Pon - _ 
the Proucrbs, verſ.21. Wiſdome preacheth in the hich © © © 
waies,or ſirectes of the citie. Who elſe is this wifdome; giz wr! dre 
bur Chriſt as he-is God?-3; And thatthe Apotile mea- T4229 wHvorrn 
neth,that Chriſt preached in his ſpirit by Noah, $. Pe- 
ter elic where ſheweth,wherc he calleth Noah,the prea- yuurome we 
cher of righteouſneſſe: and ſo Anguitine ſaith : Arce fa- pg,r Per,n,s; 
bricatio,quedam predicatio fuit: The making of the Arhe 
was a kinde of preaching. 4 


F.3 Argum, 
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23 Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to Hell 
mic @ quax?t — Argum. 4. Thetextis not to be read: to the ſpirits 
mY pact, which were in priſon : but the words are,the = n pri. 

| fon: where the greeke participle to be ſupplied 5-:, be. 
ing of the preſent tence, is rather to be tranſlated, are, 
than were: It cannot then be vnderſiood of any, which 
were inthe priſon of hell, andare not, and ſo maketh 

- nothing forthe harrowing of Hell. 

Obieft.x. The participle 4%: is tranflated by the La- 
tine and Syrian interpreters by the time palt , Which 
were. 2. And it oftentimes doth implie the time paR, 
as Ioh.13.1. which were in the world. Luk.6.4. he gaue 
to them, that were with him : where #7« and 37, muſt 
be ſupplied. 3. The Grecke participle here to be ſup- 
plicd,as appearcth by ſome auncient Greeke copies,is 
not 5: being, but wraumnnciopumuc,encloſed,or ſhit Vp, which 
is a participle of the time paſt, Anſw.p.36.37. 

Anſ.i. How Tranſlators doe interpret, we arc not 
ſo much to reſpect,as how the originall recdeth:there- 
forc becauſe in the autentike Greeke there is no word 
to expreſlce were,we arc not bound to receiuc it. 2. The 
places are cited without cauſe, where 5: is exprefled : 
which often ſeruerh for a participle of the preter- 
tenſe, becaulc the verbe js detectiue, and hath no o- 
ther participle to expreſie the time palt: but where 
it 1s to bee {upplied and,not exprefled, it is {eldome 
or neuer taken for the time paſt, but where the ne- 
ceflitic of the ſenſe enforceth it : as in thoſe two pla- 
ces giucn in inftance, wee mult of neceſſitic reade : 
hee had lowed bis, that were in the Worlds : and 1o 
Luke 6.4. he ſpeaketh of Daxia, that entred into the 
houſe of God, and gaue to thoſe that were With him : 0- 
therwiſe this participle to be ſupplied, betokeneth the 

* 3 & nic Sex- EMC preſent: as Matth 4.6.9. * Onr father which art in 
ris + Heaxen: Matth.24.18. He that 5:1 the field, John 5.28. 
— {ar 605, 1; 0.x \wwmwebar T bey which are in the grawe. So then this 
article of the preſent tenſe being here to be {upplied, 


and 
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and the ſenſe notenforcing a change of the time, doth 
rather giuc ta bee tranſlated, are, than were, 3. Whar 
though ſome coppies haue that participle, encloſed or 

Sut vp,ve muſt followe Anguſtines rule : 5; iodices variarent , plures 
,© f the Coppres differ , the more bookes muiF paucioribus aut wetuſtiorcs 

be preferred before the fewer, and the older Tecentioribus pre feratar, cont. 
before the newer : and fo hath reverend * RAS LOIERIG: Be 
Beza done in tranſlating this place: and yet if this par- 
ticiple of the preter tenſe bee yeelded : as to ſay, rhe 
ſpirits ſhut vp in priſon, will it follow they were ſhut 
vp,but are not? Ithinke not, as Iohn 20.19. When the 37 2/94 1. 
doores ſhat vp : though the doores were ſhut vp before vow. 
Chriſt came, yet they were ſo ſhut vp in the very in- 
ſtant of his entrance. Hebr. 12. 23, the Apoſlle faith, 
Ye are come,c5c, to the company of the firſt borne, Which v4 equine, 
are written in Heagen : yet the participle is of the time 
paſt: and ſo in this place,the word would well enough 
beare to be tranſlated : Which are ſhut vp ir: priſon,cf ce. 
4+ But what meaneth the Anſwerer ſo mightely to 
ftriue, for this word were: doth hee thinke that theſe 
diſobediecnt ſpirits were in hell and are not: if he doe 
not,he trifleth, for the word were will nothing helpe 
him: if he doe, he either muſt thinke with the Papiſts, | 
that Chriſt deſcended to emptic Limbs Patrum : or if 
he thinke thatthis place is vnderftoode onely of the 
damned, as he4eemeth thercin to approue the opini- 
on of Thomas eAquinas, then holding, that theſe ſpi- 
rits were there, and are not, heefalleth into a worſe 
error, that they which are damned may bee deliuered 
out of hell contrarie to the Scripture, Luke 16, 21. 
They that would goe from hence to you cannot, neither The Anſwerer 
can they come from thence tows: and this opinion by P40 an hard 


iS choile tobe a 
eAnguſtine is counted an herefie, to belceue that any Papiſt,an He- 


I 


can bee delivered out of hell, Hzreſ.79. Nowlethim ,.\ke. oca 
make his choiſe whether hee will bee thought a Pa- uwifter, 
piſt, an Heretike, or a trifler; one of theſe hee cannot 

auoide. 


K.. eArgum. 
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40 Chriſt deſcended not in ſouleto Hell 
 eArgum.5. eAnuguitine againe»maketh this ob= 

By amodo ille non preg eantt, jection : If Chriit preached tothe ſpirits irs 
ſed illis rantum, qus 18. thebis hell, how commeth it ta paſſe that he preached 
Nye increduls erant? aut fi, toall that were there, but oncly to thoſe 


omnibus predicauit, cur illos : 16-f 
ſolos Commenaranit, preter- which Were tncredulows in the dates of Noe,or 


milſa multitudine tam inu- if he preached to all,why doth-Peter only make 
merabil: catrrorum: Eviſt.99. mention of thoſe , omitting ſuch an innume< 
rable multitude of ethers. The argument may bee fra. 
med thus : If Chriſt preached to the ſpirits in hell; he 
preached to all : for they being all in the ſame place 
and in the ſame ſtate of damnation, could nor be ſeue- 
red : But Chriſt preached onely to thoſe ſpirits in hell, 
which had been ſometime diſobedient in the dayes of 
Noe : whereas therewere-many there beſide :for Saint 
Peter maketh 'mention of no other preached vnto : 
Ergo,he preached not,&c. 

Bellarmine here ſhuffleth yp an anſwere, by retor- 
ting eAzuouitines obiection: Neither (faith hee) doth 
the reaſon appeare, why Christ ſhould bee: ſaide rather to 
preach in the dayes of Noe,rather than of eAbraham and 

her Patriarkes, | | 
VContra.1. Then hee graunteth thus much,that hee 
cannotycelde vsareaſon why S., Peter maketh men- 
tion onely of thoſe ſpirits which were-diſobedient in 
the time of Noe: why then doth he obtrrude a ſenſe- 
tefle expoſition, whereof he can giuenoreaſon? 2.We 
can giuc him many reaſons, why Chriſtis {aid to haue 
preached in the dates of oe, rather than in any other 
time. I, Becauſe he onely was inthoſe dayes in all the 
world,the preacher ef righteonſneſſe, 2.Pet.2.5. and the 
like example cannot be ſhewed againe in all the ſcrip- 
tures.” 2. Becauſe this example was moſt fr- for the A- 
Why S Perer poſties purpole : who betore, verſ..14.15. exhorted, 
maketh men- that we {ſhould be content to. ſufter for righteouſneſle, 
tion onely of and not to be aſhamed of the profeſiionrof our faith : 


reaching Lk T 
the preaching. 1. he ftrenothenerh his exhortation by certaine rea- 
inthe tic of 5 


_ {ons ; as from the effects, the confuſion of thoſe, that 


{ſpeake 


— : _- 
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to deliner the ſoules of the Patrierky. k 
ſpeake cuill of our conuerſation/in Chriſt, r6;from the 
efficient cauſe, the will of God,vet{.19: then thee doth 
illuſtrate his doctrine by two examples; firftof Chriſt, 
who ſuffered as a 1utt man, and was ſuſtained in his 
ſutfrings and quickened againe; ſecondly of Noah, 
whom the Lord vpheld in his preaching and profeſ. 
fron, 2gaintt all the-profeſfors of the old world, con- 
demning them, and {auing him. 3. Becauſe this ex- 
ample of Noahs deliuerance by the Arke-did mini- 
ſeriuſt occafionto the Apollile to ſpeake of Bapriſine, 


whereof the other was a figure, of the which he inten- 
ded to ſpeake.Thus our expoſition is found cuery way— 


ſutable to the Apoſtles purpole, ſo is not the other : 
and this might ſerue for another reaſon of this ſenſe 
and interpretation giucn of this place. _ ; 
Argums. The dead to whom S. Peter ſaith the Gol- 
pell was preached, chap.q 6, were not then dead bur 
liuving,whenthe Goſpclwas preached:for the Apoſtle 
addeth, that they might be condemned according to mer 
in the fleſp. And eAugnſtjne inferreth well : Quomods 
tndicantar in carne.quam non habent ſi apud inferos ſum? 
How ſhall they be tudged tm the fleſp, Which they haue not 
if they beinkhbellt oo | | ; 
But the ſpirits here- preached to in prion, arc the 


ſame there called the dead':.and this Bellarmme con- BeVar.lb 4.de 


feſlerb,thar this place is expounded by the other : Er- 
go.the ſpirits here preached vnto, were northen dead. 
Bellarmine an{wereththusto thereaſorwot the pro- 
pony : thus expounding the words; that they might 
e condemned according to men in the fleſh, that is, ſceme 


to bee dawned in mens 1dgement, becauſe their bodies 


Chrift auim. 
cap 13.refþ.ad 


1.0b1et, Aug, 


were killed in the water; yet therr ſprrito-may lime; thatis; 


may be ſaued before God: :'1. 7 


Cortre. Firitiftheſoidexbfihent which liedinivhe -- 


= 


flood were ſaved,then theywhich dicin infidelitie and Whar ir isto 


wickednefle may be:ſaued: for S. Peter faith, that God 
brought the flood pan the vngodly, 2.Pct.2:5, Secondly, 
1912900lp G | 


this 


- 


be condeim- 


ned accging 


tro men in thg 


fleſh, 
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42 Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to Hell 
this condemning inthe fleſh and living in the ſpirit, 
followeth as an effe*t and ſequel of the preaching gos 
ing before : «* 1#n, for this canſe was the Goſpel preached, 
&+<:but according to his ſenſe: the effect muſt goec be- 
fore, the condemning of the fleſh; and the preaching 
followed aboue two thouſand yeere afcer,when Chritt 
deſcended to hell. Thirdly,the Apoſtle by being con- 
demned in the fleſh,and liuing in rhe ſpirit, ynderſtan- 
deth the two parts of regeneration; mortification in put- 
ting off the old man, and renowatron in putting on the 
new : as S. Paul ſpeaketh,1.Cor.5.5, Let him be deline - 
wered to Sathan for the deſtruttion of the fleſh,that the ſpi- 
rit may be ſaued in the day of the Lord, This was not 
- meant of the death of his bodie,for the partic lined af- 
ter,and was reconciled to the Church, 2 Cor.2.Where- 
fore this mortifying of the fleſh and viuitication of 
the ſpirit mult be performed in this life : as Augs/tine 
Hoc eſt,in dinerſis tribalatio- well expoundeth : That:they may be indged 
mbus,o> 1 1p/a morte carts, according to men in the fleſh + that is, in di- 
ec. vinant autem (ecundum by, Pp 

Denis ſpirit, quis & W-ipſs Vers tribulations, and in the death of the 
rant mortificati, cum morte fletÞ, 8c. but may line according to*God in 
entdcltatis & impietatis te- the ſpirit , becauſe they were mortified and 
Jerentnr Epiſlol.gg. dead therein,while the y were beld in the death 
of infidelitie' and impietie, Here Augnitine by being 
condemned inthe fleſh and liuing 3 he ſpirit,vader- 

Randeth the dying vnto infidelitic and impictic. 
Argum:7. This place ſeructh not at all to prooue 
the deliueranceof the fathers out of Liazbus,by Chrilts 
deicenhon thither. - s ends: a05:199 
He preached 1. Thoſcro whom Chrift preached, are f{aid'to bee 
ou a44447%  increeulous perſons or difobedient : ſuch-were-not 


encijn=w71 570 


ie bf the Fathers: Eygo- whereas Bellarmine faith that ſome 
obedicnt ſom- Of them. might repent before their death, and fo theit 
tive or incre- {oules.might bee ſaued; he ſpeaketh without booke. 
Gulous, For although 1 thinknot that al which periſhed in the 
waters wcre damned,as infants,and ſuch as heard not 
of Noe his preaching (if any ſuch were)8& ſo were not 

diſobedient: 


_—_ 


| to deliner the ſoules of the Patriarks. 45 
diſobedient : yer ſuch as beleened notand were diſo- 
bedient,were condemned to hell. The Apoſtte maketh 
no diſtintion of them, but callethithem diſobedient; 
and the world of the wicked : how then dare hee ſay 
# ſome of them repented before their death,and ſo were 
not diſobedient,nor wicked? - | 
2. The hell that Chriſt deſcended vnto, he looſed 
ſorrowes in : for ſo the Latin text readeth, Act.2.24. 
haning looſed the ſorrowes of hell; and the Anſwerer ap= 
prooueth this reading, pag.12. But the Fathers were 
not in the ſorrowes of hell, but in Abrahams boſome, 
a place of reſt : as eAugnitine calleth it, Memorabilis 
quietis, & felicitatis ſinus : vo A famors place of reſt and 
elicitie. And he further faith: How eAbra- Luonam mody intelligatur 
ham,into whoſe boſome the poore man was re- © G "-_ PR C11 finum par- 
ecined, can be vnderſtood to bane bin in theſe tr, gy ply 20s ein a fu 
, If DiuS,ego quiden a8 
fſorrowes, [ cannot ſee. The concluſion is video. Epiſtol. gg. 
this,that the belecuing Fathers were not deliuered out 
of hell: neither yer were vnbeleeuers : for,$; owes ins The Fachers 
de [oluit, exinaniutt inferna : For if he delinered all from Were not in 
thence,then bell was emptied. Anouſt.Ittolloweth then, _ "i is 
that if Chriſt, deſcended in” ſoule ro'hell to looſe the * ff 
ſorrowes thereof, and yet they were neither looſed for 
belceuing Fathers, that were in no ſorrowes ; for A- 
[ brahams boſome was a place of comfort, Luk.16.25: 
nor yet for ynbelecuers that cannot come out of hell, 
ibid.26.They cannot come from thence tows: Then it re- 
maineth, that he deſcended not at all in foule to hell, 
forany ſuch end. a 
3. The Patriarks were notin hell at all, therefore 
were not deliuered thence * they were in Abrahams 
| boſome;which is no part of hell. Angaitize prooueth 
it by three reaſons. Firſt, Ne ipſos quidem inferos vſpiam Auguſt.epift.g9 
ſcripturarum loris in bono appellatos reperire potni: [ can 
wot finde in any place of ſcripture hell to be taken in any 
good ſenſe abs. But Abrahams boſome is 
taken inthe better part, Ergo. Secondly, Sinws ille A- = 
- ...G% - brahe 


Abrahams bo- 
Come no patt 
zof hell, 


ti modo qt 6a creduzt E- tine expoundeth ; They Which now beleene 
wangelio, ils imtelligantur 


elſe ſamiles, nu! 


Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to Hell | 
Vahe ſecrete quietis habitatio pars aliqua: inferorum 
credenda nou of - eA place of reſt and comfort can be no 
part of bell: bur ſo1is:the boſorne of Abraham,a place 
of reſt,'Erg9. Thirdly; berweene Abrahams boſome 
and hell is a great gulfe and diſtance, Luk.16,26.wher- 
upon he concludeth : eApperet non efſe quandan par- 
tem  membrum inferorum tante falicitatis ſinuns : It 
appeareth that a hantn of ſo great happines,can beyvo part 
or member of hell, 

Argum.$, /The preaching of Chrilt to the ſpirits in 
priſon, ſometime difobedicnt in the daies of Noe, is a 
forme and figure of the ſtate of the Church, vader the 
Goſpel! : for ſo S. Peter ſceemeth, not onely tomake 
the Arke a figure , but the whole ftorie : for the word 
that ſignifieth the Arke ,G»neis ofthe feminine gen= 
der, but the article following, is of the neuter: {0 
that the meaning is,to the which (not Arke)but to the 
which thing, Baptiſme agreeth,8&c. So AugmTine: Iila 
quippe res geita fuit forma futurorum +0. That thing 
done was 4 figure of things to.come : ad hanc forme ſimili- 
tuainem cetera de incredulis coaptemns : According to 
the ſimilitude of this fignre,let vs make that of the incre= 
dulous perſons agree, yo 

But.Chrilts deſcending in ſoule to hel hathno figure 
or forme of things to come : for Chriſt is the bodie, 
not the ſhadow, Colofl.2.17 : yet the preaching of 
Chriſt by Noah to the diſobedient world; and the ſa- 
uing of him and the reſt in the Arke, is a lively forme 
and patterne of the ſtate ot the Church now : as Angu- 


anc 1 oro. 291 the Goſpel;are vnderitood to be like thews 


aiderict crim fabricaretur ar- which then beleened not, when the eArke was 


6a-£piſtol,g9s 


in preparing : They which belecue and are 
ſaued by Baptiſine,arc compared to them which. were 
ſaucdin the Ark by water : Ergo,this place concerneth. 


a Chiilts deſcending in ſoule to hell to any ſuch 
end, 33201 


Argum. 


to deliner the ſoules of the Patriarks. 

Areum.yg. Laſtly, it ſhall appeare that this expofi- 
tion which wee yrge of this place,wanteth not the ap- 
probation of ſome of the graue ancient Fathers. 

Fir(t, whereas the Propher Eſay thus propheſieth of: 
Chriſt : / hane ginen thee for 4 light tothe Gentiles,chc. 
that thou maiſt bring out the priſeners from the priſon, 
and thoſe that (it in darknes from the priſon houſe;E\4i:g2 

yert.7-: which words haue ſome agreement with this 
df Peter: Hierom vpon this place,and Cyrill both,{1b.4. 


er.2,ynderftand this priſon of the bonds of ſ{innes and 


errors. 
; Chryſoftome ſaith, The boſome of Abraham vas the 


| Poore mans paradiſe : Hom.de dinit. Tertallian againſt pje4 ancicr 
CHMiarcion ſaith, Hell is one thing, «Abrahams boſome an Fathers ex- 
other: I1b.3.cont. Marcion. In their opinion then Chriſt pound not 


iy, . | S.Peters words 
went not iinto-hell, but into Paradiſe a place of reſt. > CE 
4. ſcending in 
himſelfe went ard preached ts the ſpirits. It was his di- oper ES 


. Athanaſ.apud Epiphan hereſ.77.faith,That the Word 


wine nature,nothumane ſoule. . 

But Beaa, as hee is cited by reuerend D. Fulke, is a- 
mong other a moſt pregnant witneſle : for thus he ex- 
poundeth this place He Which in our times comming iv 
the fleſh,preached the way of life to theworld,enen he him- 
ſelf alſo came before the flood,and preached to them which 
Were then vnbeleeners, and lined carnally : for even by bus 
hely ſpirit hee was in Noe, and the reſt of the boly men 
which were at that time, _y their good conner ſation 
preached to the wicked -men of that age,that they might be 
connerted to better manners. It is cuident then, that this 
expoſition is not newly deuiſed, bur ſuch, as many 
hundred yeeres agoe was approoucd and receiued by 
that reuerend Farker Beaa,and others, . 

Laftly, Augaitine(as we hauc ſcene before) will by 
no meanes haue this place expounded of Chriſts go- 
wg inſouletohell.- XL - 


Obiect.t. eAuguitine in one maine point difſenteth 


from you ; for by hcll he ynderſtandeth nor the place 


G 3 hell, 


5 


«*. 


46 Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to Hell 
hell.but the mortal bedie and darke ſome ignorance. An. 
ag 4%; J py | ; 
: mi It is ſufficient for vs; that eAngy/tine: ouer- 
throweth the proofe out of this place for the deſcen- 
ding of Chrifts ſoule tohell : Con/idera ne totwum illud, 
ec.Conſider leſt all that which ts ſatd of the ſpirits ſhut vp 
in priſon, ommino ad inferos non pertineat : doe not any 
thing at all belong v#to hell, but unto thoſe times rather, 
- ec. Though Angastine diflent from our expolition in 
one point,he inall thereſt agreeth with vs, and diſſen- 
teth wholy from you : he yaderſtandeth; the ſpirit of 
Chriſt for his divine nature; his going in ſpirit and 
preaching,he applicth vnto his diuine inſpiration and 
preaching, by Nee; by the ſpirits,hee implieth liuing 
men in Noahs time : what if wee loſe one point, and 
gaine all the reſt, and youloſe all? If he ſpeake for vs in 
many points,and againſt you in all, whatare you hcl- 
ed? . 'Y Cy 
F Obieft.2. Auonitine notcth him for an Infidel, that 

\ denieth Chriſts deſcenſion 1nto hell. Anſ.ibid. 

Anſ. «Anguftinerwordsare theſe: Ons niſi infidelis 
nepauerit ſuſe apud inferos Chriitum ? Who but an infi- 
dell vill denie that. Chriſt Was in bell? And who I pray 

ou'enieth thisarricle? Wee hold him no lefſe,that 
Ce okay Chriſt deſcended : but how and in 
what manner, that 1s the queſtion.Neither doth eA#- 

#uſtine call him an infidell,that denicth the deſcenſion 
of Chriſts ſoule into hell to deliuer the Patriarks : for 
he reaſoneth againſt it himſclfe,as wee haue ſcene be- 
fore. 

Obiett.3. Augnitine determineth no certaintie tou- 
ching this matter,bur leaueth it doubtfull to the con- 
fderation and mdgement of others:pag.42. - 

Anf. AnguStine concludeth his epiſtle thus: Hec 
expoſitio Fc. This expoſition of the Words of Peter, if it 
diſlike any,or if it diflthe wot but ſatisfieth not, let him ſeck, 

to vuder5tand them of bell: qui ſi valuerit illa quibys me 


WeoRere 


% 


if 


: L 
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to deliner the ſouler of the Patriarhs. 
moueri ſupra commemorani, ita ſoluere,vt eorum auferat Auguſt. eift, 
dubitationem impertiat e& mihi &c, Who if hee be able fa 99-47 fine. 
to diſſolue all theſe obieftions that moons me, ſo that uo © 
doubt remaine, let him impart it unto mee : this being 
done, thoſe words may be wnderſtood both waies. Augu- 
flize is contented, when all his reaſons and obieions 
are fully anſwered, to hearken to another expoſition, 
and ſoare we : but yntill ſuch time, which will neuer 
be; as it appeareth not that ewgwitme chaunged his 
- minde concerning the ſenſe of this place; ſo till we be 
ſatisfied in all our reaſons, which wee thinke no man 
can vndertake to performe,we muſt remaine of eAu- . 
guitines minde and tudgement for this matter. 


THE EXAMINATION OF THE THIRD 
place of Scripture, Epheſ.4.9. Now in that he aſcen- 
ded, what i it but that he deſcended firſt into thedower 
parts of the earth. 


Obieflions anſwered. 


T7 Hereas reverend Bez.a expoundeth this place 
of Chrilts comming downe and deſcending 
NS into the earth, which compared to the 
world is pars mmndi-infima, the loweſt part : and lear- 
ned D.Fx/k doth apply it co the extreameſt and loweſt 
Segree of Chriſts humiliation and abaſement: annot. 
in banc lac.,which was to the death and graue : This ex<- 
poſition is thus obieted againft. | 
| Obieft.z; The word: vied by the Apoſtle, wwnes 
ms z#,the lowelt parts.of the earthzin Hebrue tachtyorh 
erets, {ignifieth the place appointed forthe darnned : 
as Ezech.31.14.and 32.24: Anl.p.50. 
..,,Anſe, I. The words of the Prophet in the firſt place 
are thele : They are delinered to death inthe nether parts 
of the earth, in the madeſ}\of the children of men,among 
them that goe downe tothe pit ; Andinthe other = 
kt 0 wn: _ - They 
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The loweſt 
parts of the 
caith not al- 
waies taken 
for hell, 


' Chriſt Eſcended. not i ſoule'to Hell 
"[ hey are gone down with the uncreumciſed to the nethey 
parts of the earth &c. With them that go downe to the pit, 
&c. Now,although we denie not but thattheſe places 
may be'expounded of hell, as Hreroms doth : yerthe 
circumſtances of the place will rather leade ys to take 
it for the graue : Firſt, becauſe thereare rwo words ad- 
ded,;which are properly: ſo taken: as v2 bhor,vx huch f1g- 
vifiech a pit, and is tranſlated by the 70 : ſoicrime «« 
xz42,{omtime «5 #4%2,t0 deſcend into the pit or caue: 
and 52: chener,al{o which properly fignifieth a graue is ' 
toyned with the reſt : : Whoſe graues are made tn the ſide 
of the pit, Ezech.31.23. Secondly, the phraſe of ſpeech 
alſo giueth this ſenſe, Ezech.31.18. Thow ſhalt ſleepe'in 
the muddeſ? of the crrcumciſed With thoſe that are ſlime 
by the ſword : and Ezech,31.27. They are gone done to 
_the graze \v:th theirpreapons of Warre. Now in hell men 
leepe not, neither/is that a place for the ſlaine, for the 
ſoule dieth not :neither doc mencarrie their weapons 
thither, Thirdly, [uni in theſe places incerprereth 
fheol, ſepulchrum,the graue. 
2. Though we admit, that in theſe places it may be 


taken for hell, yetit is not ſo alwaies taken: as Pſal.63. 


9, T hey that ſeche my ſoule to deſtroy it,” ſhall gae downe 


" into the lo\veſt parts of the earth : then'it follo xerh verl, 


I0.They ſhall be a portron for foxes; but they that o0C 
downe to hell are no pray for foxes : fo likewiſe the 
Prophet Danza faith, Plal.x 39:15. Thou haſt faſhioned 
me in the lower parts is the earth ; I trult they will not 
lay hee was borne in hell,” Ir iseuident therefore that 
the Anſwerer more: boldly rhan truly ſaich »thar by 
theſe words, the loWeſt parts "ofthe how Hell the vlace 
of the damned,is alwaiesfignihed : for valeſſe hee Vs 
ableto prouc that,he dath but crifle./ 

_ Qbieft.2:' The more vile and loathſome the dungeon 
xl greater the lome of the Prince z = to ſor at W ertre 
his captines there tnthralled, diſaarmery not to eriter into 
it ,in bis one perfor ge An ip. gh wg, ! 


Anſ, 
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 Arnſ.1. You haue well reaſoned for Limbus Patrum: 
you would diflemble: your fanhie that waies, but you 
cannot : I pray you what captiues werce-enthralled in 
hell, thar Chriſt'by going thither ſerat libertie? Ler x, Ant 
the indifferent Reader iudge, whether theſe words do Fo por a 
not {matter of Limbus Patrum. a Limbiſt, 

2, It is denied, that Chriſts deſcenhon in ſoule to 

hell doth more ſet foorth his loue and fauour, than his 
crofle and paſſion. Saint Pax/notcth this as the lowett 
point of Chriſts humiliation: He humbled himfelfe,and 
became obedient wnto the death, enen the death of the 
e,Philip.2.8.And herein the Scripture doth chiefly 
ſet foorth the loue of Chriſtin dying for ys : whaloned 
me,and game himſelfe for melaith S.*Paxu!, Galath,2.20, 
And in this conſitteth the fauour of our Prince, be- 
cauſc hee hath viſited from an high and redcemed his 
people, Luk:1.68. What greater fauour can. we expect, 
than that our Prince ſhould come trom heauen down 
to carth,and vouchlafeto dweH among (infull men,to 
die the death, and goe into the graue tor them ? Bey- 
wardcelleth ys-as much : There ,are degr ees” Sunt gradus mm aſcendendo 
in aſcending and deſcending : the firſt degree: deſcendendo': primus gradns 
in deſcending u5 to the fleſh, the ſecond ta the '# diſcendends a celowſq,ad 
craſſe,the third todeath : behold how farrehe Feb mall bi = ad Cruce wy 
_—....: ececce quou/g, 
dleſcended;could he doe any more? might not gif; ngit, why quid amplins 
our King ſar,what ought / doe more,\vhich [ potut?poterat iam cernte dice- 
did not ? Bernard gocth not beyond Chriſts 70rexnefter, quid vitra deb 
death, nor findeth any further degree of /*#97 © #on fect .ſer,Pary 13 
deſcenfion needfull after that, 

Obieft.3. As aſcending and deſcending are oppo- 
ſed one to the other, ſo there mult be a manifeſt anti- 
theſis betweene the places to the which the motions 
tended ; which cannot bee of heauen and carth as di- 
rely oppoſite one to the other, but of heauen and 
hell : whicharcoften found jnthe Scripture ſet oppo- 
fite one againſt the other.cas Pſal.r39.8.1f [ aſcend in- 
to beautn,c:6.if I lig downe tn hell, ec.Anl.p.53. 
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50. .- . Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to Hell 

Anſ. 1. In the place alledged, there. is neither the 
oppoſition betweene aſcending and deſcending : nei-! 
ther doe-ſome of the belt Interpreters reade hell but 
the gtaue:for the true reading ofthe place is,and make 
my bed is the orane,not in hell: to is ittaken lob.17.123 
the graue(/2o[)ihall-bee my houſe, Tſhall make my 
bedin the darke. 2. The heauen and carth arc as often 
oppoled oners the other in Scripture, as heauen and 
hell,which are ſet one againſtthe other,not ſo muchin 
reſpe&t of the diſtance of place, as different qualitie, 
P{al.103.11.the Prophet ſaith : «Ms high as the heauen 
14 from the earth, {a great is his mercie to\Wvard them that 
feare him. Here the Prophet had occaſion to alledge 
the places of greateſt diſtance, to fet foorth the great- 
nesof Gods mercie by way of compariſon: buthe op- 
poſcth not hell, bur the earth againſt heauen. 

Obie(t.q. Chrift before his aſcenſion', led captinitie 
_— is m the Pſalme : but his conqueſt ouer bis 
enemies, was not obtained by hs comming do\pne froms 
heauen,bat by his paſſion on the croſſe and bis deſcending 


_ tobell: therefore that 1s the deſcending here ſpoke 


of. Anſ.p.54-. | | 

Anſ. 1 will helpe you alittle ro gather your argu- 
ment into forme :thatdeſcending is here vaderftood; 
whereby Chriſt obtained conquelt ouer his enernics : 
but this was done by his defcenſjon into hell, not by 
his comming downe from heauen.Erpo. | 

I. The propoſtion is graunted : the aſſumption 1s 
not proued : for it doth not follow,Chriſt did!notger 
this victorte by his deſcending from heaners : Ergo/by 
deſcending to hell :for hee obtained it by his death, 
Coloi].2.14. He prt out the hand-writing of ordinances 
which was againſt vs,and faſtened it to the criſſe,and hath 
ſpoiled principaiities aud powers,cFe. Which words'Oric 
gen expoundeth thus : Sirwut bona queg, rripta dicun- 
147 non atrameto ſed ſpirity vini Dei,ita ala queg, ſcri= 
buntur atramento & calame aiabeli;propter-quod Domi« 


—_ 


to deliner the ſoulet of the Patriarhs, FI 
nu delenit chirepraphum peccatorum noitrori ; Hom.2, 
in Pſal.z%. As all good things are ſaid to bee Written not 
with inke but by the ſpirit of the lining God; ſo enillthings 
are rritten by the inke and penne of the dinzll; therefore 
the Lord raſed out the hand-writing of our /innes. 

If che diuel were conquered, when the hand-writing 
of our fines was blotted out, then hee was ſubdued 
vypon the crofſe, to the which this hand-writing was 
faſtencd. But yet the Apoſtle more cuidently ſaith, 
T hat he might deſtroy through death, him that bath po- 
wer ouer death,that is the dinell, Heb.2.14.The diuel was 
then deftroyed and perfectly conquered by Chriſts 
death : the conqueſt being once obtained, hee needed 
not againe to be conquered. 

Obieft.5. The Apoſtle ſpeaketh of that deſcenſion, 
which was next bctfore his aſcenſion; but that was not 
; his deſcending into the world, being ſo many yeeres 
before:Ergo,he meaneth not that deſcenſi6.Aunl.p.54. 

Arxſ. 1. Doth it follow, he meaneth not Chriſts firſt 
deſcending to the earth, Ergo, he ſpeaketh of his de- 
ſcenfion to hell ? what looſe concluſions are theſe ? 
2. Why may not the Apoſtle ioyne that firlt deſcen- 
fion, and his aſcenſion together ; as our Sauiour doth, 
Toh.3.13.Noman aſcended vp toheaxen, but be that de- 
ſcended from heauen,the ſoune of man Which 1 in heawen? 
3. But there came another deſcenſion berweene,which 
went immediatly before his deſcending to death and 
the graue. 

Obief. Then yee will make many deſcenfions : as 
fome of you expound his deſcer/ion of his baſe and 
meane eſtate ina earth, as to bee borne in a ſtable,exc. li- 
wg 11 poore eftate,cc. Some Þ of his humiliation to 


Chriſts con- 
neſt vpon 
the crolle, 


a A Hume. 
b A.M Synopl. 


the laſt and loweſt point, that is to ſay, to death and #42. 1955 


the grane: ſome of his deſcending into the wombe of 


the Virgin : but as his aſcending was but one exaltation, 

_ ſo his deſcerding was but one humiliation. Anl.p.5 5. 

Contra, 1. Concerning the deſcending of Chrilt in- 
H 2 to 


GP ES COTE EET —O ne Ie rn ein 
* . a_— 


mo 


— wad jp es <> nee rot 
— 
mm 


52 Chriſt deſcended 10t in ſoule to Hell 
| cothe Virgins wombe, I know none that doth now T 6 
much vrge it. Reuerent B-z4 doth demurre ypon it, 
Liftori expen- ſaying, / leane it to the Rear to conſider, 2. The other 
denim relive two expoſitions may well agree and fland together, . 
a:u,8e74'% and he that affirmeth the one, denieth not the other. 
"60099 Further,in making but one degree of Chriſts humilia- 
Diners de- tion, you crofle $. Pant, who maketh two! degrees as 
eres of wee doe, his taking wpon him the forme of a ſernant,and 
Chrits de> gbedience to the death of the croſſe, Phil.2.7.8. Bernard 
On. allo maketh the ſame degrees of Chrifts delcen{ion 
which we doe,as he is cited a little before: his deſcen- 
ding-to the ficſh,to the croſie,to the graue. 3. As er-' 
roneous is your other aſſertion to-make but one de= 
prcc of Chrilts exaltation : for he was exalted, firſt by 
his reſurre&tion out of the graue, then exalted by his 
aſcenſion into heauen. 4. You and your cofime ger- 
manes doc make many deſcents of Chriſt : firſt, into 
the graue : ſecondly, into Limbes, in the brimme of 
hell : thirdly, then into hell in the lower parts of the 
earth.s 
Ovrett, Chriſt was not aterred properly in any part 
of the earth, but in a tombe of tone and the article 
w, adged here to wwnes, doth particularize and di- 
Finiguiſh the parts of the earth in generall, from thoſe 
notorious infernall parts. Anſ.p.s5. | 
eAnf. 1. lt u an abſurd andprepoſterons ſpeech(to vie 
his owne words) and a ridiculous cauill, to fay that 
Chrift was not. properly buricd in the earth, but in a 
rock :as though rocks are not to bee counted part of 
the earth, Our Sauiour ſaith he ſhoreld be three daies and 
three nights in the hart of the earth, Matth.12.40. then = | - 
{urely he was.properly in the catth : for it was his bo- 
dic not his ſoulethat was ſo long inthe earth:his ſoule 
I hope they will not ſhut vp 1n hell three daies and 
three nights, ſeeing the Scripture faith in their ſenſe, 
his ſonle ſhould not be left there: and to \, ay that Chriſts 
zoule.did not enioy, his fathers Preſence in heauen all 
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5 . todelinerthe ſoules of the Patriarks. 53 

the while it was abſent from the bodie, is contrarie to 
the Scripture : Thow wilt ſhew mee the waies of life, and 
ſhalt make me full of ioy with thy comntenance, Act.2.28, 
Origen maketh Chriſts ſoule but one day in hell ypon 
theſe words : Hee ſhall raiſe vs after two daies ; prima 
dies c>c.the firſt day tows ts the paſſion of our Sauiour, ſe- 
cunda qua deſcendit ere. the ſecond wherein he deſcended 
to hell; the third of the reſarrellion. Hom. in Exod. 

2, Further, the grane that Chriſt was laid in, was 
wide and deepe : for at once three women went down Mark. 16. 5. 
into ir, and two Angels were {cence at once init; with ©9Ppared with 
what ſenſe then can yee exciude it, from being part of Me 6 
the earth, : 

. Your article =, will not helpe you a ruſh: for © wt vere, 
both Plal. 63.9, and Pfal.x 2 9.15, the article is added: & nic yamor 
and yet neither of theſe places are ynderltood of hells 7. 
as is ſhewed before, Anl. to obiect.r. The parts then 
of the earth are not compared with it ſelie, but conſi- 
dered as partsof the world, in reſpect whereof they 
may be called, lower or lowelt parts, 

- Obiet.6. Bellarmine to prooue this place to be yn- - 
deritood of the deſcenfion of Chriſts ſoule into hell, 
things verl.1 o. and ſo viſite all parts of his kingdome ——_ 
in carth hell and heauen. cap.1 3. 
Contra. 1. If you will have Chriſt to fill all places 
with his locall preſence, what differeth this opinion 
trom the Vbiquitaries, that make an omnipreſence of 
Chrifts fleſh? 2. Chriſt fillech all places with his gifts How Chrif 
and benefits, as the Apoſtle ſheweth afterward : Hee hilleth all 
hath ginen ſome to be Apoitles,ch c. 3. Anouftine ſhew.- 110g5+ 
cth how Chriſt not by any locall preſence, but by his 
diuine power filleth all things: Nec tamen Dei localem 
fingimus preſentiam , non mundum dinittens ad caxlos 
aſcendit, neccalum deſerens ad terram venit, ſed yno ea- 
demg, tempore totis totum implenit. Afl.cam Felic.c.17. 
Netuber doe we imagine a lecall preſence of God, hee left 
H 3 pos : 
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54. Chriſt deſcended not in ſonle to Hell by 
not the world to aſcend to heauen, neither forſooke heauen 
and came tothe earth,but at one and the ſame time filled 
all in all. And ſuch are their obictions, | 


As 


REASONS CONFIRMING THE 


right expoſition of this text. 


7 rn Firſt, our Sauiour ſaith, loh.3.13.Ne man 
4 Maſcendeth to heauen, but hee that deſcended from 
heauen, the ſoune of man which i in heauen: and S.Panl 
ſaith, iz that he aſcenaed, what is it, but that he had de- 
ſcended firſt tnto the lower parts of the earth, Epheſ.4.9? 
one of theſe places expounderth the other : to deſcend 
then into the lower parts of the earth, is to deſcend 
rom heauen to the earth: for our Sauiour and Panl 
ſpcake of the ſame deſcenſion,not of diuers. 

Aroam.2. Where Chriſt viſited,thither he deſcen- 
, P ded : but he did not viſit hell, therefore he deſcended 
not thither, The propofition cannot be doubted of: 
the aſſumption is thus proued. Where Chriſt viſited, he 
viſited to redeeme; Luke 1.68. Bleſſed be the Lord God 
of Iſrael, becanſe be hath viſited and redeemed his people ; 
he viſited them,to:the end to redeeme them : but hee 
redeemed none in hell: Ergo,he viſited nor hell: there- 

fore the Apolile ſpeaketh of no deſcenſion thether, 
Arouw.,. The loweſt poynt of Chriſts humiliati- 
on,was the loweſt poynt of his deſcenſion: this is con- 
feſled : His aſcenſion being but one exaltation, proueth 
that his deſcending likewiſe was but one hamiliation : 
Anſ.p.55- So long then as he deſcended,he was in his 
humiliarion : if Chriſt ſhould be exalted in his deſcen- 
fion,it were as much to ſay, hee aſcended in deſcen- 
S; dil:genter conſidererus, ding. But this were abſurd, as Origen no- 
INWCHLEMIMS quia nunqua 905 teth : / wee ali ently con ider, \ve all de, 
Cu Pn cen fe, 1». _—_ any - ſaid to Fra ram 


neque ad wituperabilem con- Y 
ſecadifſ kane athr...Orizen P!Ace, or aſcend to an vnnoble place, Chriſt 


hom.15.Geneſ. then didnot beginto be exalted, while he 
was 
Ede 5” 4 
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' was deſcending : Bur the death and paſſion of Chriſt 
and ſuffring ypon the croſle,and ſo conſequently his 
graue, was the loweſt point of his humiliation:Philip. 
2.8. He humbled himſelfe and became obedient vato the 
death,euen the death of the croſſe. Ergo, Chriſt deſcen- 
ded no further,thento the croile and his graue, 

Aregum.4.Chriſtaſcended from that place whether 
he deſcended, but he aſcended not in ſoule from hell : 
Ergo,he thither deſcended not. | 

The propoſition is grounded vpon the Apoſiles 
words : zow in that he aſcended,what is it, but he deſcen- 
ded firſt,verl.g. 

The aſſumption is thus proued:Of the natiuitie,life, 
death, reſurreCtion,aſcenſion and all other ations per- 
formed by our Sauiour, the Apeſiles were witneſles. 
Act.4.20, We cannot but ſpeake the things which ve haue 
ſeene andheard. 1.lohn 1.1. That which we hawe heard, 
ſeene with our eyes, and our hands baye handled of the 
word of life, declare wee vnto you: But the Apoſtles ne1- 
ther {awe nor heard of Chriſt aſcending out of hell, 
bur onely fromthe earth, Acts 1.9. while they beheld 
he was taken vp,Ergo,c. | 

Aroum.5. To deſcend into the deepe, *r Tu Bvere, 
and to deſcend into the lower parts of the carth, 
with S. Pax! ſpeaking of Chriſt are all one : this is 
graunted, Anf.p.12. out of Luke 8.31. 

But to deſcend into the deepe,is nothing elfe but to 
be among the dead, which are in the graue, andnot in 
hell. Rom.10.7. Who ſhall deſcend into the deepe, that is, 
to fetch Chrit againe from the dead, Thus Origene ex- 


to deliner the ſoules of the Patriarks, 55 


poundeth this place : If any man in minds Si quis mente & cogitatione 
and thought deſcend intothe arepe, thinking deſcend:t in abyſſum, putans 


Cc 


Chrift there onely to be conteined, as though ©! (911#m cotmer} Chriſtum, 


itwere all one and alike to call him from the 
aead,cc: He faith,tharit is a like phraſe,to Roman. 
deſcend into the deep,andto fetch Chriſt fro the dead: 
Ergo,Chrifts locall de{cenfion was but to the graue. 


quaſi jimile ſit revocare Chri- 
ftum a movtus © in 10. ad 


Argum., 
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56 Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to Hell 
Argum.6. How wi wnines, the lower parts of the 
earth and in what ſenſc it is to bee taken, that place 
ſheweth, Pſalme 1 39.13. Thos haſt faſhioned mee in the 
loweſt parts of the earth :< Ti x«rorirecs: the Septuagint 
readein the ſuperlatiue : but here the Apottle in the 
comparatiue : it the loweſt parts of the carth doe not 
ſignifie hell,the lower ſhall much leſle. 
| _ Obrett. Toviethe comparartiue for the ſuperlatiue, 
is a phraſe and forme of ſpeech very viuall among the 
Grecians: fo that here it may yery well be taken for 
the ſuperlatiue,to ſignifie the loweſt parts. Anl.p.51. 
eAnſ.'1. We doe not much ({tand vpon this point : 
for the Syrian and Latin tranſlator, doe reade here, ad 
t&nferiora,to the lower or inferiour parts: Beza, ad infi- 
as partes,to the loweſt parts : for whether wee reade 
lower or lowelt, the ſenſe 1s the ſame : for the carth 
compared with other parts ofthe world, may be ſaid 
to be the /ower, or loweſt part. 2. Yet who can be 19NO- 
rant, butthat, where the neceſſitic of the ſenſe vrgeth 
not to expound the ſuperlatiue by the comparatiue, as 
it doth in all thcfe places by the Anſwerer alledged, 


- 


Matth.11.11.and 23.11. Mark.4.3r.32. and in thereſt: 
yet where the ſenſe {o yrgeth not, as in this place it 
» dothnot,and eſpecially where the common dialect is 
 vied, as in Scripture moſt an end,the comparatiue de- 
gree is to be tranſlated properly by it ſelf? And where- 

' as the Anſwerer ftindeth not fault with the Latin tran- 
ſlator for expounding the ſuperlatiue z«nwmm,in Greek 
Pſal.139-13-by the Latin comparatiue inferrora,lower : 
how much fitter is it, to tranſlate the comparatiue by 
the comparatiue,as the Latin text doth here? - | 
eArgaum,7.Twillnow laſtly adioyne the expoſition 

of ſome of the Fathers> Origen ſaith : Paulus quonian 
deſcen/ionis Chriiti myilerium predicat profundun no- 
minagit quali de ſuperioribus adinferiora venientis, Ho» 
wil.2.in Geneſ. Pagl becauſe be preacheth the my(terie of 
Chriits de{cenſion into hell, he named. the deepe, as of one 
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to deliner the ſoules of the Patriarks. 57 
tamming from the higher to the lower parts. And againe 
the ſame Origen thus writeth: Deſcendere Dems dicitur 
quando curam humane fragilitatis habere diguatar:quod 
ſpecialins de Domino & ſaluatore noftro ſentiendum eſt ; 
deſcendit ergo, neque enim alins aſcendit, quam qui de- 
ſcendit : deſcendit ergo D ominus non ſolum curare,ſed & 
portare, qua noſtra ſunt. Hom.4.in Geneſ. God is ſaid to 

Aeſcend,when he vouchſafeth to take care of humane frail- 
tie, Which more ſpecially is to be thought of our Lord and 
Saxuionr : he deſcended therefore, for none other aſcended 
but bee that deſcended the Lord therefore deſcended, not 
only to care for,but to carrie our nature. | 
eAnuguitine alſo thus witneſſeth : Eff quedam cole 
ftis habitatio Angelornm, illa pars rerum ſuperna eſt, bac 
rerrena vita vbt caro & ſanguts ſi ills comparatnr infer- 
ua eſt, cum enim & his ſunt mortui, ne mirerts ſi infer- 
nm dicitur. In Pſalm.85. There ts a certaine heaucnlie 
habitation of eAngels, that ts the higher part of things ; 
this earthly life, where fleſh and bloud is, if it bee compas» 
red to that, is the lower part : for ſeeing there are dead 
here, marnucile not if it bee called hell. Although eAu- 
guitine in the words following ſfeeme to incline to 
the opinion of Chriſts deſcenſion to deliuer the Pa- 
triarkes, thinking notwithftanding that eAbraham 
was not in hell : yet in this ſentence he ſheweth this to. 
be no ſtrange ſenſe, to expound the earth in reſpect of 
» heauen to be the lower parts. 
Theoderet ypon this text thus writeth : His deſcen- 
ding doth not fignifie any paſſing from place to place, but 
teacheth the greatnes of his diſpenſation, that when hee 
was most bigbhe abaſed himſelfe ſo much,and endared 3 
at abaſement : He interpreteth as we doe of Chriſts 
umiliation and abaſement here in carth, 

Bernards opinion we haue ſcene before that he ma- : 
keth three degrees of Chriſts deſcenſion : 4d carmem, ©. 
ad crucem, ad mortem: tothe fleſh, to the croſſe, to death ' © * 


and the grane, : 
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I Now 


WE, 


53 Chriſt deſcended not in ſoule to | Hell | 

Now whereas diuers fathers are produced, as lre« 
nens, Arbanaſms,Ciprians,Epiphanins, Hrerom, Augu- 
fee, Ambroſe, Chryſoftonce with others, as witneflesof 
Chriſts dcſcenfion in ſoule to hell,p.56: : Firſt, all theſe 


are alled oed by Bellarmine with twette more, to proue 


if.s Pale it _ that Chri(t deicended into hell in ſoule to delincr the 


Patriarks from thence : wherefore vnleſle hee therein 
concurre with them hey are no fit witneflesto ſpeake 
in his caulc. -x 


Secondly, neither did all the Fathers agree: in tudg-' 


ment, that Chriſt deſcended into hell to redeeme the 
ales of the Fathers. Origen faith, that where eAbras 
hams bolome was there were Angelorum choriregnuns 


Chriſti: The companies of Angels,the kingdomof Chriſt: 


in 1.captob. Chryſoſtome calleth e Abrahams bolome 
Paradilc:, Hem, de dinite. Auguſiine denicth it to be a 


part or member of hell : piit.99. In the opinion then 


of theſe Fathers,if Chrif _ to Abrahams boſome; 
where the Batheas were, and that is not in hell: it fol- 
loweth that the Fathers were not in hell, and ſo nof 
delivered by Chriſts deſcending thither, 
Thirdly,whereas he alſo any” divers new Wri- 
ters of his opinion : 1. Secin are but dumb wit. 
neſſes, (they are only named = ws cake nothing) a la- 
bour may be well ſpared in examining ſuch fGilent te- 
{timonies. 2. But herein hee can haue no 2duantage a- 
gainlt vs : tor beſide that wee can oppoſe againſt him 
os many 2ew writers and more, that hold not the de- 
{cenſion as he dorh, as * C ales * Beza, * ,amim, with 


i,P0.3-15. others; we haue the conſent of whole Churches,as:of 


Scotlana,Genexa,with other reformed places. 
Fourthly, it is not to bee 6nirted, that cuert many 
chiefe pillars and writers in the Popiſh Church, haue 
miſliked ſuch locall deſcent ef Chrifts ſoulsinto hell, 
the place of the damned; vnderitanding that. place in 
Peter of the operation of his diuine powerin hell: this 
tac Anſwerer himſelfe denicth not to bee the opinion 


of 


R Fog aamRXx—xey wr Or * nay” A - p- a | « 
ag®. 


to deliner the ſoules of the Patriarks, - 59 
of Thomas Aquinas, p.4.confelling that, which;he'go- Sm.p.z. 

eth about to confute.. Andradiaialſoapgreeththat the” 9. 5247.2. 
place in Peter doth not pertaine to MY and that ,m- Andr.lib.z, 
fernwn,hell, AQt.2.27,i5 rather to be taken for death 4fen/ fd.Tri- 
and the graue : and that rhe deſcenſion into hell,is not pee 6.17 

; —_—... «i 43» 

expreflely taught in Scripture, but a tradicion of the ** 
Church. All this alſo is by the Anſwerer acknowled- | 
geſt,p.45-46. Beſide theſe, Darards opinion 1s, Chriſti Durand, in J 
animam deſcendiſſe ad inferos non ſecundum ſubitantiam 4.22.94. 3. 
ſnam, ſed per effeftus quoſdam,+c. That Chriits ſoule 
deſcended to bell not in ſubitance, but by certame effetlsÞ 
and for this caule Bellarmire takerh paines to confute p,yym. lib.s 
him. Yca Pellarmine himlelte confeffeth,that, Licer 19» de Chrifl,aninn 
eſſet neceſſaria'preſentia ChrisFi,c>c. tames Conprium Capel 5. 
eſſe videbatur: That although Christs preſence ſhould not pntimm ibid, 
be neceſſirie mn hell,et it i5 of congrwitie c.hedoubterh 
of the neceſfitie of ſuch local preſence of Chriſt in het; 
Wherefore ſceingneither out of Scriptare, fuch local}. 
deſcent of Chriſts foule into heilcan beprooued, nei 
ther were the ancient writers of one yniforme judge- 
- ment herein, and both the-profeflors of the Goſpelt 
doe diſallow it, and Popjſh writers doubt of it : with 
what face.can the Anſwerer afhrme that his opinion; 
* concerning Chriſts.defcenf{ion' into hell, fanderh as 
mount Sion,which cannot be remoued? pag.58. 

He ſaith not vntruly #bat whoſoency ſecke to drſcredite 
this article of faith, corrupt and deprane the holy Scrip- 
tures, and fall into diners abſurdities and impieties. For 
who denieth the article of Chriſts deſcenſion? We be- 
lecue that Chriſt euen vpon the crofle ſuffered the 
paines of hell; as Reucrend D.Fwlkthus writeth; What 
may rather be called bell, than the angwiſh of ſoule, which ,, , AF ſett 1x 
he ſuffered, when being God he complained, that he vas | 
forſaken of God? Weejallo conftefſe, that Chritt by his 
death ouercame hell, and ſhaked the powers thereof : 
that hee humbled himlſelfe to the ignominious death 
of the creſle, and deſcended .from thence into the 


I2 graue, , 


N% 


Epheſ.4.15. 
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6&0 Chriſt deſcendednet in ſole to Hell &c. 
graue,and there continued in the ſtate of the dead till 


the'third day,and whatſocucr els may be comprehen- * 


hedin the article of Chriſts deſcenfion , hauing war- 
rant out of the word. But to receiue ſuch a ſenſe as an 
article of our faith, which is not grounded ypon the 
Scriptures, wee dare not preſume ſo farre without a 
warrant,nor be ſo bold where we haue no ſuch com- 
mandement. 

To conclude then,I with that from hencefoorth all 
ſuch domeſtical contentions may ceaſe : that we con= 
@cnt our {clues to belecue as the Scripture teacheth vs: 
and that no man obtrude his priuate ſenſe as an article 
of the faith. The common aduerſarie will affoord ys 
worke enough, though we one prouoke not another : 
and ſo Tend with that holic ſaying of $.Panl - Let vs 
follow the truth in lowe : and to the Chrittian Reader I 
will commend that wiſe ſentence of Auguſtine : Onife 
quis hec legat, vb1 pariter eſt certus, pergat mecum; vbi 


pariter heſitat querat mecum;ubi errorem ſunm agnoſcit 


m2 


> 


redeat ad me;vbi meum,renocet me.De Trinitat.[16.1.c.3 - 


Whoſoexer readeth this booke,where he #: reſolned,let hins 
proceede vith me ; where hee deubteth,let him ſearch with 
me ; where he ſeeth his owne error, let him returne to me : 
where he ſeeth mine,let him renoke me. 


FINIS. 


HENRY E. (HUNTINGTON LIBRARY 
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